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Hobsbawm was a Marxist.
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planners, but very good historians. Eric
Hobsbawm in reviewing the history of the
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already known for having a weak ability to

provide for the economic security, political,

states to control their own borders which

and social needs of the citizens, that

has undermined the confidence of their

inability was becoming more acute whilst

citizens in their governments.

Daisaku HIGASHI

We saw that in the Brexit vote in
even in the developed world, governments
Associate Professor, Center for Global Discovery, Sophia University
were losing control of national economies
the United Kingdom which underlined the
largely as a result of globalization.

Where

popular discontent, not just with the

countries used to make things, and make

political class, but also with globalization.
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people that had secure long term jobs
usually in manufacturing that have gone

national elements to all of these conflicts

offshore, those jobs have gone offshore

and local factors are always very strong.

including many to Asia.

But there is also a lot more in common than

There are other
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we think between these challenges
examples of this kind of globalization
Associate Professor, Center for Global Discovery, Sophia University
induced discontent.
Globalization has
including between challenges that develop
made China rich, but it has also made China

and developing states face even if the

more assertive in pursuit of its interests,

challenges in some states are not as acute as

Good
I ampower
now teaching
at
because
it morning.
now has the
to pursue

Cambodia
East Timor,
concluding.
they
are inand
others.
We seebefore
for example
in

thethose
University
of whether
Sophia—primarily
interests
these are conflict
for the

the rise of Islamic State in Syria, it’s not just
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men and women joining Islamic State.
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much indeed for having invited me to this
regional one limited to the Middle East,
meeting.
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social media and the internet to spread their
interested is how to build a legitimate
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I get tired of the chaos in the Middle East, I
of Hatred Continue in the Middle East?” And
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presentation.

changing and I want to look at this at three

In Southeast Asia, we also see

levels; national, regional, and transnational.

growing income gaps that have in the past

At the national level when you think about

and will continue in the future to promote

Daisaku HIGASHI

the issue of state weakness, it’s fair to say
conflict. We see in Burma, Myanmar, the
Associate Professor, Center for Global Discovery, Sophia University
that there are plenty of other parts in the
conflict involving the Rohingya people that
world that you think of instead of Asia.

Of

has seen a significant outflow of Rohingya

course, you think of Africa, you think of the

refugees.
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tensionsand the
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neighbors and with the United States.

At a regional level, there
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I said globalization has helped to life
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much indeed for having invited me to this
Indonesia, the Philippines, the Korean
meeting.
peninsula, and others.
Well, the research area that I am
The nation state in Asia does not
interested is how to build a legitimate
appear to be in crisis even though there are
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plenty of states in the region particularly in
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Well, I have had a strange career.
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generation
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for

resource

Chinese authorities to manage. As we
Also, I published a book last year so I
know, economic growth cannot be sustained
would like to talk on the challenges of
forever. And the question is certainly for
constructing
legitimacy
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as the
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China, but
also for other
countries in

authorities to protect the central position of
program on the topic “How Far Will the Chain
the Chinese Communist Party. And they
of Hatred Continue in the Middle East?” And
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perspective.

for

thank goodness with the Cold War, with the

resources particularly water and food as it

situation that we saw in Europe in the

provokes

second half of the 20th century.

countries that are threatened by rising sea

But the

internal

conflicts

in

those
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fact that it’s not a Cold War also in some
levels or by other environmental impacts.
Associate Professor, Center for Global Discovery, Sophia University
ways makes it more difficult to manage. In
Terrorism, we understand is not just a
the situation of the Cold War, we know

Middle Eastern problem.

where the wall is, we know who our

but significant numbers of Muslims from
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that could potentially see the reemergence

And most

of Syria’s terrorism problem in Southeast
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much indeed for having invited me to this
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meeting.
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Well, the research area that I am
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interested is how to build a legitimate
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and

We don’t have the

safeguards that we had in the Cold War.

also both proving a challenge for Asia, but
Also, I published a book last year so I
also potentially promoting conflict within it.
would like to talk on the challenges of
Climate change, there is no part of the world
constructing
peacebuilding
that can legitimacy
hide from in
climate
change.as my
It’s

and attempt to do peacebuilding after
program on the topic “How Far Will the Chain
conflicts, we are not very good at it.
of Hatred Continue in the Middle East?” And
Certainly, the interventions in Afghanistan,
a third called “The Struggle of South Korea to
in Iraq and elsewhere have had their
Avert Nuclear Conflict.” Most recently there
successes. But it’s fair to say that on
was “Rebuilding Iraq: the Challenge of the UN,”
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have to be on prevention.

a

particularly with the European refugee

need for long term work and for working

crisis.

with locals rather than coming with our own

That refugee crisis was caused by

the Syrian civil war.

fully formed plans to countries that we

That crisis came to a
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barely understand. There needs to be a
head last year. But it was very clear in
Associate Professor, Center for Global Discovery, Sophia University
focus on governance and economic
2011 that first the Syrian civil war was
going to be bloody and violent and long.

sustainability.

Bad governance and poor

And second, that as is normally the case

economic opportunities are not the only
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need to be emphasized.

perhaps
challenging
in reasons
terms of
leaders ofthe
the most
war reflected
on the
they
peace
in
Asia,
we
have
a
choice.
We
have
a
were involved in it. Also, I created another

benefit and Daniel mentioned that earlier.
Not only is it important as a mechanism to

what
learned
TheI have
advantage
forand
Asiawhat
in allwe
of could
this islearn
that

university
and forrelief,
10 years
after that I
the fields inof1993,
disaster
potentially

There needs to be

a cooperative effort to assist and prioritize
those challenges and threats that most

choice between preparing for conflict with
program on the topic “How Far Will the Chain
China or preventing it. And I think we
of Hatred Continue in the Middle East?” And
should focus on the latter. Thank you.
a third called “The Struggle of South Korea to

threaten the international system and most
require some work to prevent them from
Also, I published a book last year so I

Avert Nuclear Conflict.”

Most recently there

would like to talk on the challenges of

was “Rebuilding Iraq: the Challenge of the UN,”

constructing legitimacy in peacebuilding as my

for which I was awarded the Silver Medal from

first topic.

the UN Correspondents Association.

I also lived in Afghanistan for a

year, so I would like to take you through my
experience.

This

award is given each year.

Finally, I will briefly touch on

Well, I’ll not dwell on my personal
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