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Educational Meaning of ‘Negative Liberty’ in Berlin's Thought
— Focusing on continuity and development with philosophical arguments —

Akane Takasu

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to provide an understanding of the two concepts of
liberty in continuity with the philosophical arguments conceived early in Berlin's thought, and
to further clarify the value of “negative liberty” and its implications for educational research.
Berlin, along with his colleagues at Oxford University, was primarily critical of the logical
positivists. He took issue with the fact that logical positivists base their arguments on the
“correspondence model,” which attempts to make a one-to-one correspondence between certain
propositions and the world and pointed out three fallacies underlying such thinking. Through
these points, we were able to clarify that the grasp of the world based on the “correspondence
model” has a problem in principle and to confirm that it was the prototype for the criticism of
monism, which later became the core of his thought. Then, in the Two Concepts of Liberty, he
develops the criticism that positive liberty grasps the world in a monistic way. Asserting the
importance of negative liberty on a pluralistic foundation, Berlin finds the value of negative
liberty in understanding it as a condition for the exercise of freedom. However, it became clear
that such conditions and freedom need to be distinguished, and that while recognizing the
importance of developing conditions, we must not forget the value of negative liberty itself,
which is “the absence of obstacles to possible choices and activities. Among several suggestions,
I argued that we should be cautious about translating problems into a more understandable
form, no matter how difficult they may be to solve.

Key words: Isaiah Berlin, negative liberty, pluralism, monism, correspondence model
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CENTELILICMAT, HidE ) bIBEANZH
HIZOWTOEMRTHT I EDTE R VEEE R T
W3 (101991, 1 H)o N—Y YO BHHICHET % H#m
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WEERTLEVIHET, AN4ZHL, WEL, #
M Fa 2 exmiEL 35 (F 2017, ivH) 2 &
ZEREPHL, MEOZctEr e T 5720100 [
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ZD XD HN=Y Y OFRIZBEAN R HHIZOWT
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PIEH B O BMEPTEREZE S v ML > TS
72355 TH Y (Jahanbegloo 2007, p49=79H), #
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