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Rethinking Children's Active Involvement:
Thinking about childcare that allows children to be involved in the environment with their own will and ideas

Hiroshima University Kindergarten
Takuma Watanabe, Junko Nakagawa, Mikaho Morita, Natsu Kohama, Shiho Kake, Atsushi Nanakida

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to demonstrate the factors that enable children to
engage proactively with their surrounding environment in early childhood education. A total
of 13 cases (3cases, 3-year-olds, 3cases, 4-year-olds, and 7cases, 5-year-olds) were analyzed
with the aid of Trajectory Equifinality Modeling (TEM). As a result, factors for children to be
proactively involved in their surrounding environment were identified. These factors were
categorized by similarity, and were grouped into seven categories: "involvement with

"non:

teachers," "involvement with friends,

non

natural environment," "intentional environment,"
"experience/knowledge," "time," and "atmosphere". From these results, it was understood that
the child's independent involvement can be understood in terms of the relationship between
the child and the surrounding environment.

In early childhood education, the various experiences gained through the child's proactive
involvement in the surrounding environment are surely utilized in the following activities and
play. Since such learning occurs repeatedly in kindergarten life, it can be said that independent

learning by " boundary-crossing of knowledge" is being formed.

Key words : child, independence, environment, TEM, boundary-crossing of knowledge
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