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Levels of Epistemological Und ding
Level Assertions Reality Knowledge Critical thinking
Realist Assertions are copies that Reality is directly knowable.  Knowledge comes from an  Critical thinking is

represent an external external source and is unnecessary.

reality. certain.

Absolutist  Assertions are facts that are  Reality is directly knowable.  Knowledge comes froman  Critical thinking is a
correct or incorrect in their external source and is vehicle for compar-
representation of reality certain. ing assertions to
(possibility of false belief). reality and determin-

ing their truth or
falsehood.

Multiplist  Assertions are opinions Reality is not directly Knowledge is generated Critical thinking is
freely chosen by and knowable. by human minds and is irrelevant.
accountable only to their uncertain.
owners.

Evaluative  Assertions are judgments that Reality is not directly Knowledge is generated Critical thinking is

valued as a vehicle
that promotes sound
assertions and
enhances under-
standing.

can be evaluated and com-  knowable.
pared according to criteria

of argument and evidence.

by human minds and is
uncertain.

(Jit#% 2019b, p.109)
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