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The Characteristics of the History Education Content structure for Intercultural Dialogue in a
Multicultural Society: The Case of the Council of Europe’s

Dividing Lines”

Hiromi Kawaguchi, Haruto Murakami, Misaki Okai, Masatatsu Murakami,
Keishin Shuto, Nanase Shode and Ryouto Tanaka

Abstract: The aim of this article is to elucidate the characteristics of the content
structure of the history curriculum “Shared Histories for Europe without Dividing
Lines”, developed by the Council of Europe for intercultural dialogue in a multicultural
society. After the analysis, this study showed that social history was selected as the
main scope of the curriculum. In addition, the following two principles were found in
the learning process of the unit. (i) relativising the learners’ values that reflected by
each nation from the perspective of European “shared values”. (ii) relativising the
European values from the non-European perspectives. Comparing the previous studies,
this study showed the more concrete contents and learning process. This study also
have a potential to provide a new perspective on history education curriculum as
multicultural education in Japan.
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