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Belief in school meritocracy and the legitimization of gender inequality:

A reexamination of Batruch et al. (2023) in Japan
Yasuko Morinaga, Yuna Mitsui, Kaho Sato, Marina Nakao, Mina Hagino, and Yui Honda

Batruch et al. (2023) discovered the relationship between belief in school meritocracy —the
belief that academic success is solely based on merit— and the legitimization of social and
economic inequality. Individuals holding strong beliefs in meritocracy tended to perceive less
inequality in both educational institutions and society at large. In order to explore this
relationship within the context of gender inequality in Japan, we conducted three studies.
Studies 1 and 2 focused on establishing a correlation between belief in school meritocracy and
the legitimization of gender inequality, while Study 3 aimed to manipulate belief in school
meritocracy to examine its effect on perceptions of gender inequality. Interestingly, the results
of Study 2 contradicted those of Study 3, leaving our findings inconclusive. We subsequently

discussed potential avenues for future research in this area.

% — 17— K : belief in school meritocracy, gender inequality, perception of discrimination,
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Ltk Bt MEDORR 1 2 3 4 5
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(036)  (0.51) d=0.148

2 RIS M 1.80 191  ¢(3021)=0.61 10 28 16 17
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3 MER SRR 3.00 303 t(3445)=0.17 -06 -12 -21 0 =21
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4 A MR ER] 320 294 1(1890)=149 08 38 % 10 5 xx
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