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International education using ICT in integrated studies and
English classes:
Designing classrooms through collaboration
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This paper introduces lessons and challenges in the creation of information
and communication technology (ICT)-based international education in elemcrtary
and junior high schools. It uses online exchange classes with School B in the
Republic of Maldives as a case study in integrated studies (elementary school)
and English class (junior high school) in City A. While the introduction of digital
technology into education has been met with criticism and apprehension, the
spread of COVID-19 has partially overshadowed such criticism and greatly
accelerated the digitalization of education. Therefore, it is important to consider
what kinds of educational programs will be implemented while responding to this
criticism.

This paper reports on a case study of an international education program
conducted by the Board of Education of City A and Hiroshima University through
an online connection between classrooms in the elementary and junior high
schools in City A and classrooms in School B in Maldives via English. While the
lessons were designed to draw students’ interest and involve university personnel
while being aware of criticisms about digitalization, the paper also introduces
future issues, such as the burden on teachers, and provides insight into the future
of using ICT-based education in integrated studies and English classes.



