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announcement of a new Haruki Murakami book. Readers wait for his
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[A devotional anticipation is generated by the

work the way past generations lined up at record stores for new albums
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by the Beatles or Bob Dylan. |
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Describing how these stories succeed is like trying to describe
exactly why, more than 50 years later, a Beatles song still sounds
fresh — the songwriting energies from the psychedelic John Lennon
combined with the hard-core realism of Paul McCartney forming a
singular vision. I'm tempted to say here that Murakami’s vast
popularity comes from the fact that he’s a fusion of Lennon and
McCartney [and perhaps Glenn Gould].
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