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The relationship between physical and verbal involvement
and children’s social behaviors in early childhood

Akinari MORITA', Hisayo SHIMIZU®

Abstract: We examined the relationship between mothers’ physical and verbal involvement with
their children in early childhood and their children’s social behaviors, such as impulsive and

hyperactive, aggressive, isolating, or cooperative adaptive behaviors, and then noted changes in
these relationships over time by gender and sibling status. The results showed that verbal
involvement consistently had a positive effect on children’s social behavior. By contrast, physical
involvement had a negative effect on children’s social behavior at the age of 6. However, the

results suggested that physical involvement may have a positive effect on children’s social
behavior in 5-year-old girls. Generally speaking, the results indicated that verbal involvement is
effective in early childhood, and that physical involvement should be gradually decreased.

Key words: children’s social behavior, infancy, physical involvement, verbal involvement
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