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“Regrets about autumn,” Japanese poetry contest held by Yozei,
the Retired Emperor: Impact of Earlier Poetry

Yuhao GU

Key Words: literature of Heian Era, poetry contest, Yozei the Retired Emperor,

earlier poetry, expression intake

“Regret about autumn,” the Japanese poetry contest by Yozei, the Retired Emperor, was held in
913. This is the private poetry contest held by Yozei in which mainly his family and vassals
participated. Expressions of poetry from the preceding period around Kokin Wakashu can be seen in
this, which was probably the requirement for this poetry contest. This study will explain these

characteristics by examining the nature of this poetry contest.



