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Characteristics of Junior High School Students” Speech in Language Activities
Incorporating Visual Thinking Strategies

Sumire Umakoshi and Akira Ono

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of junior high school
students’ speech in language activities incorporating Visual Thinking Strategies. A survey
conducted by MEXT revealed that junior high school students have difficulties in “expressing
opinions based on what others say.” Moreover, language activities are not sufficiently
conducted in junior high school classes. Given the current issues, it is clear that there is a
need for interactive language activities that encourage students to activate “approaches in
communication in foreign languages.” This paper focuses on Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS),
a method of art appreciation in which viewers understand the work through exchanging
their opinions. VTS has received growing attention in the field of L2 education as a method to
improve language abilities, thinking skills and visual literacy. However, few previous studies
have analyzed the content of learners’ speech. In this research, two groups of second-year
junior high school students engaged in four or five language activities incorporating VTS. Their
discussions were recorded and transcribed. Four scenes were extracted in which “learners
express information and their ideas by utilizing their knowledge and experience” or “learners
express their ideas based on what other learners said.” As a result, some characteristics were
found: 1) a group of learners formed convincing opinions based on multiple learners’ opinions
and information in the pictures; 2) learners expressed opposing or related opinions to other
learners’ opinions based on information in the pictures; 3) learners showed a willingness to
express their opinions based on other learners’ points of view. The results show the potential
that VTS can become one of the interactive language activities that encourage learners to
activate “approaches in communication in foreign languages.”

Key words: approaches in communication in foreign languages, speaking, interaction,
interactive language activities, Visual Thinking Strategies
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on job,

S5 [Yeah, he's] (0.4)

S3  or just going back home.=

S5 =Maybe. (0.6)

F  Uh huh=
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S3  [another company]

(W)

S2  There are (0.4) some lights,=

S3  =Yeah. (0.1)

SZ2  so=

F =Yes. (0.3)

S2  its time is (0.2) evening.=
S1  =Ah.

S3  [Ah]

S2  [He is] on the way to his home. (0.3)
S3 Ah

€1

S1  This tie is (0.1)

F  Ah, this tie (0.1)

S2 little

S1 [little] (0.1)

F loose (0.4) loose?

S1  [Yeah,] lo- loose. (0.2)

S3  Because he is going back home. (0.4)
Sl Yeah.
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WHEH L2, GHOBOFFEL LTEADHRALT
WD [WDRDTA4 MHEREITLTwS] 2L &R
12, [(FA4 M22F 2013380 DML %o TE MR
OT) BHWAY I Thsb ] L) HHENE L) 2T
REERCTHZ] LI BHEBEL WS, BE
OROFEN S A OBAE BT 5 @B T, —
BRI SN BRI ZBRD Z LT, ROV
HREACTERZEM T A ENTETVD, T
#oS1E 203 F 1L, BARHIZOW [ 5408
DULBATYS ] AT T5b0TERL, Th
FTOTA4 ANy v a vy THLN TRENSHAS
MEBEPTH D] L) ILBOMRER F 2T, HIZ
MRILE 7 2 EMERINLCHYI L2, LMRTE 2,
SEOFAEIZBNWT, T4 AH v ¥ a OB
FHR BEHEEHEZHANIEATLE I EE LTV ARV,
L2 L, SHEMEHERT 5L, BUEEITER, 2
A ORI L, Bl - AR E R EG “because”
R “so”, “There are” 7 &, FWATHER CEEH ok
FEEX L IEHL, HOOBERREZ 2RI L T2
ZEbh D,

=2 1&®%§%®§§uﬁﬁ\]ﬁ%ﬂ”‘i 2T, BHH0#%
Z (RER) 2#RIL TS

B-4

S6 I think three young wo- (0.2) women is (0.4)
eating lunch. (0.2)

F  Uh huh. (0.1)

S6 it Because (0.3) there are (0.5) some
sandwiches=

F  =Uh huh.

S6  [and] salad (0.3) on the table. (0.9)

F Okay, good. (0.1) So, there are three ladies (0.3)
and they are eating lunch, (0.4) you think (0.4)
because (0.1) they have some sandwiches (0.1)
and salad (0.0) on the table. (0.8) Okay, nice
guess. (04) So: (0.2) what more can you find?
(0.3) Yes. (1.3)

S7  They eat (0.3) lunch no yet (0.3) not yet. (0.1)

F They ea- uh they have not started eating lunch
yet=

S7  =Yes=

SN B B AR O SRS D FEEL

F =Uh huh. (2.3) Okay, so: why do you think so?
0.7

S7  Because they doesn't use fork. (1.4)

F Oh, (0.3) they don't (1.5) yeah, (0.6) there are (0.1)
some forks here, (1.4) but (0.2) they have not
used them (0.3) not yet.

S7  [Yeah] (0.7)

F Okay, okay. (0.4) Nice guess. (2.1) So, there are
(0.2) three ladies (0.7) and they are about to
start (0.1) eating lunch. They are about to eat
lunch, (04) you think. (0.4) Okay, nice guess. (0.4)
Then, what more (0.1) can you find? (1.1)

SI0 zZo&—=

F  =Uh huh=

S10 =I think they (0.5) eat (0.5) breakfast (0.3)

F Oh, you think they eat breakfast. (0.5)

S10 because outside is bright. (0.9)

Fipl 21, S6AY, F—TNDLEIZH YRSy FR
W INHDBH L AR, [Heti-brEaas
LoTwd] LwiHE %%ﬁ«% LY CE R

MK LTSTA, 74— s hTwinwz e
AR, (L3 FEREEZ LT ARV L
IR EREBRRTWS, TIZSI0MAPHL W &
AR, (LS5 EHEEZE->TnD] L) ER
EIRARTWS, BICEST2280L D, FH1 HEE
MOFHEZEHESE LTIV RVLOD, S6AE K
L7z [RFoME] & [AFEEZLTwarE)n] &
VI BIEIZOWT, ZNEFNOEREZBRTVE I L
Mo, MOBMEOKRSEHIZ-EREZRNI ) L
LTCWABBTD I DR 5. SHDF4 Ay ay
X, ZV—=7TI20% 22 MTHOTIERL, HL
FTEBMEDOHRE LG TS, LwHit—Trxzv
FREICTH L. D720, MOBMED S EEN R
ARV PEINDLENEEL, BHOFOERRHE 2R
BLRTWHERAIC > TWwb 2 ENTHENS,

SHEMEINCERT 5 L, ‘T think ~.” REHH
because %2 &, HOOERREZ #MRMWE & HITHKH
T 5 720H M CEFEMNGH IS T L I Lash
Mbhe Tl STETEE~LTwhw] Lw) KM
%, KBOBEETREONDLYIZ, BfEomEXE
“not yet” OMAGDLETRILL TV EEETHHON
720 AR OERREZ ZBMT 572012, BB OLE
HFEHHLTWB E VWA BE7259,

FH 3 MLOEEFORFNEEZRE AT, HIOE
Z (BOREN) 2RKBL T2
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S2  left girl (0.1)

F  Uh huh. (0.2)

S2  girl's (0.3) nose and (0.6) eye (0.4) are (0.2) little
(0.3) red (0.6) so (0.1)

S3 Uh? (0.3)

S2  she cried. (0.1)

S4  Ah. (0.1)

F  Ah. (0.3

(k)

S3  Or and this woman's makeup get off. (0.2)

F  hhh Makeup get off?

S4 [Yeah] (0.1)

F This one? (0.1)

S3  If she is (0.2) if she cried so much, then it would
be like (0.4) line around here?=

F  =Uh huh=

S3  ='cause it's just (1.1) I don't think they did uh
they didn't put up (0.1) they did not (0.2) don't
put up makeup.
0.1)

F  Uh huh=

S5 =Umm. (0.6)

F  So, you think like these ladies (0.5) umm (0.6)
have have=

S3  =Makeup, makeup on, so

F makeup now? (0.3)

S3  if she cried so much, then there should be a
line here, so she didn't cry yet. (0.2) yet. (0.1)

F Ah, okay, so you (0.4) think (0.2) like (0.2) this
lady has not cried yet (0.1)

S3 Yeah=

F =because (0.3) her face (0.4) it's still (0.4) you
know hhh

S3  [clean, clean, clean.]

(k)

F  So, she is about to cry, but she has not cried
yet=

S3  =Yeah.

Fihl 313, S272%, KMOHEHOHY FwI &
ERILC, [RLEV V2B THL ] Lv) BEREZR
RLZENBI{D D, TR LT, S3A, i & -
LAL 2 RLTEBY, ZOLMEOBIROWI S
ERAA IR TRV & 2R, (i
D Tnin] v tEREZBRR T2,

Z 2T S31E, “she didn't cry yet” &\ EBIZH

WC, [F72] v Twninktn) ZER2RRXTW5S,
SFh, S2HBMMWE LTwD, HERDRED D HKN
V) [ U2 302, Mo 2 RIB L Twh &
EZOND, BEHOPIRAE R L A5 %2 £H
T5ILT, FIIHT B ERE BB,
FORROEDHFIIKN L TREDZEZ EFE>TWD
PEUEICT LI ENTE D, 2F ), WL R
FEOIRD S-S TV DDA, [ LT Z I
LTV THRPUENDTAE L TWDEDHN, Lwnw)Z e
ZPHONIZL GO T A Ay arzEnbs I by
TEB L) L, RflaETHY, HEHD
O DR NE W) FELILICL LS D, X4 7HH
NTCnL i EOMOTERDMAEHE L Z L T
SERZEELT0D, FhlE, REDO7 7V T—
T —DFBIZSIVMZELTVB I ERS, [SI2Hir
XZLEITEHBD, TRV Ewv)
BEREBK LTS,
SHEMENCIERT AL, “Tdon't think ~.” P
1 if R so 7 EEER O ARG LT, oy
HZADOFERE, BiLE & HICEKHL TO BT
Hohs,

FiBl4  MOFEZOFRFNELZHE AT, HITDOE
2 (BRER) 283L T2
MOEEHFOIRFNEZI T AT, ABOE
RERILEIHIELTVS

S10 I think that

F  [Uh huh] (0.8)

S10 young woman and the man is parents. (0.9)

F Okay, okay. (1.1) So, you think they're married,
(0.2) right?

€1

S7 1 think (2.8) 2 - & man's sister is her. (0.4)

F Uh huh. (0.5) They're in siblings, yeah, like
sister, (0.2)

S7  Yes. (0.1)

F you think, okay. (1.4)

S7  because not - & (0.6) her (0.4) is not uh (0.1)
he- her has not ring. (0.5)

F Uh huh, ah, (0.1) okay. (0.6) She has not, (0.2) she
doesn't have (0.1) a ring. (1.7) on her left finger.

€1

S10 The old woman doesn't have

F  [Uh huh] (0.8)

S10 rings, too. (0.9)

F Uh huh. (0.6) This old lady, old woman (0.1)
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doesn't have (1.1) a ring.

Fi 413, S100 [BEE LR LTS ] &
WO BIICR LT, STAY, HHAHEBREEZ L Tw
Bz LRI, T E WAk D L i3t
Thad] LI EREZBRRTVWD, ThxlF
Z, S10%%, &9 1 AoLHbfREEZ L Twini &
WKERLTWS, SCTRELLEROBRIZA SR
Girolzds, STOERIZE s THELN: [
WOFE] VIHBIRNEFEHLLI L LTS
IR Bo

CITHMOFTHEABEES KL T, Bike
ZHORRIZOVT SIODRS 2 E 2T, STAHSGS
DEZZBRTWVE, ZOHD SI00 [HEROLMED
Bz LTWwZawn] EWw) s, [HiFzLTnT
LIRIZ LTWwD ERBEL 2] [ZFoERO LI
WL TCwAW] REHICERZEMLTWIZT
DWW E RV E2D, T4 AH Yy aryDPTER
DO BRI R0 o7 STORGNAZRE 2T,
HAOERREZ #FHTIEES o857
A, MFEOERISHONBEEZI) ARL) EL
TVLRTZERMNT LI ENTELESLS,

SHEMENCIERT 5 &, ‘T think ~ .7 R EH
“because” &, HAOBARLEZ # ML & 1
FHT 5720 ICHH B CEFEMMEH S Tnwb 2k
Bbhbe FCEHAIE LTEITIED 255 S10
RG] “too” RJAWVTC, Wi ST [k % >
FTwhwn] RSB LB THLI LR
KHLELHIELTWE,

7. BRRERE

Afgcid, Visual Thinking Strategies Z I\ 725
FERENCBWT, FHEEEIC LA a3 a2y —va v
BUIBRT -Z2TDHH, R [BEA ORGSR
EAENL, BERREZEERB] L) THFOIRFED
WEEZBEZ T, HOOEX &R L) 32550
o, HEEDIIFICRON DM EWHS 2T LS
LEHWE LT 420053 % LT, MEE oM
WBAEHLCAHSOBERREZZBR LY, ho%:
BEOBRZHEZ T, HHEY 2 BRSO ERZ R
N T AR BRSNSz, 61 T, 0%
BEOBRE, TEOFOHELYEZ T, FV—7
ELTHRLMHTELBRZIER L T CGRFEAEILE
ENTzo FBI2 TIE, PDOIZHES LEREOERIC
LT, 2ADFEHRBFRZENEN, GEOH)HHH
ERR LA, BB RKBT 2Bl

=S

=

W B B Pl O FERE DR

Nizo FH 3 TIX, WMOIHESLEFEE I LT
W ERERRBERC, RAOFEFEIEH LGz
BARE L, hofEHbIy Ahiss, BixsEi%
FHT MBI SNz, B4 T, ho¥E Y
OEA»SHONBEOBNE, ATOEREYE 2
BB L &9 LT 2R FosBlg S N7 FERREKBL
FTRIEES LYo/ X)7ED, 773V T—5—0
B E2IRHNITRELE -2 EZON L,
VISEA =72V FREHTHY, 12O0OEL
WEAZIBFEL WD, FHREIEAEGESINS
DAV, Fiz, FERFEEADPA L T SHEN
IEMARME LTEZERRAT L7200, HOYO%S
DHFEENZVDD LRV E W) AL SN D
CENEZOND, T, 77 VUT—F—DFED
FHWICEETH D, AFBIIBVCT, 773 57—
5 =13 VTS OFMUIFED VT, EHHORE &R
WCHE 205, 3O0EMRE VIR & v TS
77T — b L7z ERCEMERAHEIO
BAZRRFFAT->720, BARBETELLHMLZY T2
AL, THAEOMRBRRBREZ L2 L, HheEx
2FRB L) THREORFONEZHEZC, B
DEZZHEWELRI] LAV 352%0052 8
TEZLWVI) HIZBWT, AHEREDW) - 2 Ji% M)
MELEHENHE L TO VIS O figh R4 2 &A%
TELDOTRRVEES I D
WEICARIIB T 2L 320185, 12HIE,
KFEIE5, 6 A\OFHBZEL I ANDT 7V ) T—5—
EVI R THEBEZIT-> TV A, ¥EERTAIC
o LTHEMA LN, &) EEEHE B A Wz 7
VIS #EE LR EVEHWI & Th D, EBRIE
ETHOIBIE, EROFT A A A v ¥ a v ETVED
5, R7RINV—TTili LAbE b2 H T,
FUBETNV—TIHT, 77T = —=0REL
THANHICHAALZY, FHREOTRET 73
T—5 —OHRHEH) NE IO/ T 5% EOTEN
EzoNb, TOEHIC, BXELHEL CTEMT LY
Hb, ABRORETEDAE LB PR LETH 5.
20OHIE, FUHBRORFHBEEG %200
LERNPL L, TNHICERTETVWRNWIETH D,
T L 72 B3 2 BIRBG R, SRR E A OB
SV, WFENR T 7 ) T =8 —OWENTFTOFHER
L, ADDFFITRLZFE &4 LS ENIEE <
GAET Bo FHRBOETNOBONLTFFANF =%
ELOEEMICH T TY LT AL T, FEKHEZD
WERWSPICT IUNELND D,

3OHIWIK, TARA YT a o, FEHEOREGED
NOEFIZOVTHMTETN LRI ETH D, Al
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£TIE, 1HOGEZ AL, IBELTERLLTY
L2bD%RMERLZY, YV AF v —LKICERSEZ
ERILIZDTHHTBEONTHD, Zhb0l
FIIGHHRLEE LT T\, FERFOTER R
m&a ISR DRI, 2T, XDEF
CFEHBEORTEIMTHIENTEDESL ),

ﬂlan CEpra3ahr—vavilBUYARY - #
RI=@rEsd, WNENLZSHEEHOH Y 7% VIS
R0, 4%b51&HE, FHRBOREL S
B, ZORMRFBENRL EERFRMITHL 2L
Tz koo Nnsb,
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