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Summary Report of the Research Institute for Higher Education
Annual Study Meeting, 2021

The 2021 Annual Study Meeting was held online on November 26, 2021. The aim of this
year's meeting was two-fold. First, to “strengthen cooperation” with Hiroshima University
Headquarters. Second, “to use the 50th anniversary of RIHE as an opportunity to identify
new issues in higher education”.

The first part of the symposium was held in the morning in collaboration with
Hiroshima University's Office of Globalization, and presented the latest findings and
analysis of the SERU (Student Experience in the Research University) student survey
questionnaire, which has been implemented by Hiroshima University for several years. This
survey is a worldwide survey of research universities, sponsored by UC Berkeley, and RIHE
members have participated in its analysis and have regularly presented its results at
meetings held around the world.

The second part of the session in the afternoon was titled “Let’s all come together to talk
about the future vision of a ‘responsible university’, a university with a mission!” The
background of this project was the recognition that the world is facing a mountain of
problems, including global disease and disaster, poverty, inequality, gender and LGBTQ
issues, and advanced science and technology that is leaving human hands. And now, with
the outbreak of serious events such as the Corona disaster and the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, universities are being questioned about how they should respond to these issues
and are being forced to redefine the role of universities. In this context, solutions developed
through higher education are needed more than ever before.

With this in mind, this meeting provided an opportunity for many people involved in
higher education to express their views and opinions on the “ideal image of the university of
the future”. In the afternoon session, the two keynote speakers and the “My Argument”
speakers all made important points regarding the future of higher education, and the
discussions in the breakout rooms were the most heated exchanges of opinions in recent
years.

More than 100 people attended both the first session in the morning and the second
session in the afternoon. We were able to carry out this year's researchers' meeting with a
great success. This publication contains the meeting proceedings of the second part of the

session.
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