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Reading Instruction in the EFL Classroom:

Oscar Wilde’s The Selfish Giant as an Authentic Text for Senior High School Learners in Japan

Akira Ono, Russell S. Kabir and Mizuki Nakahara

Abstract: Using The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde as an example, this paper aims to
show how a story could be read in senior high schools in Japan. This paper suggests
that there are at least two steps in the procedure of reading a story: in the first step,
a focus on grasping the literal meaning is emphasized; and in the second step,
students are encouraged to interpret the story. An overview of English textbooks
authorized by MEXT shows us that the first step is taken as more important than
the second one. This paper maintains that both steps are equally important, and that
the difference between literary texts, in which stories are included, and other text
types such as expository texts lies in the fact that the former texts are more open to
interpretation. When interpreting a text, it is essential to understand crucial
messages the text tries to convey. A key message and example in The Selfish Giant is
that we should not be hostile to each other, and this message was found by analyzing
“parallelism” described in the text.
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ERT AL B AT OEIRBIHENTND,
AETIE, oo BLYREEICREG %K - T,
U—F 4 VTHREOEY KEED, L0 BERRIC
1L, ASFRIGEHR BB STV A YRE
(AAH— U A ) FE The Selfish Giant) %
Mz, V=74 > ZTIBEOFiE L 72 5 X EHHO
T AR LT,

2. WIRE LD EFE L FFY

FC T DWRESC (story) DEFIL, Oxtord
English Dictionary % 2 iz (1989) Zf€v>, [
EPREOMATFERL L ERLT-OIMEL T, B3
RBEZEOHRHE GEFIIZREOHRE) 1K

7-$5% ] (a narrative of real or, more usually,
fictitious events, designed for the
entertainment of the hearer or reader) &3 %,
BRICHESWeEEX o & LTiE, BEIZD-S
EoTEMNIENERET NG, £, 422
OWFESTORF & LTI, Afa»# > The Selfish
Giant 33T 65,
RIEOHRKFIZESH DT K, BB
KFIZESW- b O IWEECE, Fil 213500
LEFRIRDT I AN - HATTHDH L&A
WCEWTBLERND D, Thbh, WAL EH
WZBRE T 2 LR B D U TIERR SC S WRE ST [
U ThHN, WiEXOHEEL, &FIERMHRIC
2N TV RICHET 2L END D
(Rosenblatt, 1978).,
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3. TEMECFE AT TR 21T 5

WIEESUCIE A+ BOFAR, SF RRIH -
TLNDHRETHD, L L, BROFEE LT,
FPIIHERD 72 IR ERH 5, Sl
WIOSNEREZ D HA, ZORICITE D DITEE
NDULETHD, LWVWHDL, UROZ LR D,
AT DS W FRITEIRE D B b Th D,
eB, T2 TEo IEfcHte) L3, #EE%E
RIS, WEESC RO NRE BE LoD, T
JANDOTHREHMT DL EERT D, 20X
INTRESCOHA X, (1) IEfEICHEAT ET, (2)
R E T DL NI D7 &b 2D FAN R
SBN, BRI (2) 13 (1) OXTHRICER
ENDEERET, (1) & (2) AEFCHET
HZELHD, ZZTIXEELE, (D) (2) DIEIC
FNENDFHDEEH % ~T,

4. IEREIZHiTe

Rk 256 FITHEAT S iz Polestar English
Communication I BEAFHR) O &% |2 Further
Reading & L CH#H ST 5 Oscar Wilde 1E
The Selfish Giant %8, F 13 TIEMERHE7
EEREELZV, B, ZOWRESUITS RIEEs
FBEBZ ONIZLOTIEARL, FXOFEEE&HEN
B SN TWDR, MIEOHE L2 Z Cid—#%
TS 2, BRITKT 23S OR S L GER
Db X oIz, BRE EOITEREZNENO R
(TS (HEELIIART 154 17), WEEIT
WD X HThhES,

ke 1 (FRE 1~917)

Every afternoon, as they were coming from
school, the children used to go and play in the
Giant’s garden.

It was a large lovely garden, with soft green
grass. Here and there over the grass stood
beautiful flowers like stars, and there were
twelve peach-trees that in the spring-time
broke out into delicate blossoms of pink and
pearl, and in the autumn bore rich fruit. The
birds sat on the trees and sang so sweetly that
the children used to stop their games in order
to listen to them. “How happy we are here!”
they cried to each other.

COHRFE LT 5 LTHEMRINTWVDR, XL
D 3 L RBITTFRIE LOEFE R E T TEBL,

Bw-AHE—)LFukLS - B OB A

7B, FREBMT D ETREHED [Y—=7 R
JeFnErI] 5% 5 i (2014) Z2ZML (BLF, [FF
).

% 1 3 (Every~garden.)

+ when Tid72< as 2MiibhvTW\Wa, [EH] 12
kAL, asiE Twhen LV bIEFMEZR< K9

FECH D, T2, Tas 1IRFE - WHE - Fiik v b
AT E b, BEEOHBINZ ] Lv
L H D,

% 2 ¢ (It~grass.)

s grass (& [EAIL] 1% THE, BE ;2 b5
N, FEBTLRESTERREICAZTND Z L
MHBIITIE 2] oETHAD, Eio [Fr]
120X, grassid (5 - 1 IR 825, weed
DEHRIENA A =TI RNEVWIFHALH D,

% 3 3 (Here~fruit.)

- stood beautiful flowers like stars (F@h7 + 355
D& & 72> T b, £72, beautiful flowers like
stars TIZEM (simile) 2MEDLIL TS,

* break out IT [&¢#] 12 LD & T< AR > (R -
N &) 2T (S sw 5] in, with,
into) | TH Y, HISCIZIE “Her face broke out into
a smile.” 23ZF 51TV 5H, AL TIL broke out
D EFEITANTIE/R <K (twelve peach-trees) T
» BN, The Selfish Giant TIIARIT 13N S
NTWDHIDIZZ OFEFHTHIBIT R,

B 106005 2012, ZOWEREIIIRCT
IH 20, ARG ICFEETHARD Z L2 H
kDo BB 1 2EKTLHE, TEANENED,

EMeEEY, hntbbicdzy, BRE2 TS
FHRRERET, FELEBIIEARLTEA
TWELZ] EWnWHZ Lickhsbd,

PLEo X 912, The Selfish Giant ‘58 3 X% %t
G0 TIEfE7e @A) ZFEBK LT, ko X 51z,
ZD XD RTEL VL TOESMEL, WIS O iR
DL E 725,

5. MERA T 5« Fl b3t~
P 170 B3 fge L THIREIZIRD L O ICRBAT %,

Perr 2 (BFRE 10~20 17)
One day the Giant came back. ... When he
arrived he saw the children playing in the
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garden.

“What are you doing here?” he cried in a very
gruff voice, and the children ran away.

“My own garden is my own garden,” said the
Giant; “any one can understand that, and I will
allow nobody to play in it but myself.” So he
built a high wall all round it, . . .

The poor children had now nowhere to play.
They tried to play on the road, but the road was
very dusty and full of hard stones, and they did
not like it. They used to wander round the high
wall when their lessons were over, and talk
about the beautiful garden inside. “How happy
we were there,” they said to each other.

fRIRCTH - &b KU Z &%, WRESCafko A
v — IR %E;Jfﬁ&é ETHAHH . ELT,
DI ITFHEIC L > TRREVED, SDFED,
%%%Eiﬁ#tmb MEIMEENTNDHDT
H5, Kialx, The Selfish Giant D - & EE
RAYE=VIE TWRHBE DI DR RV L
IBLDIEERATND, ZDA Y=V EWEE
EEBEMTDEHOE LTHY 2~5 IR L T

PRI,

R 2 EKR T 2I12H 72> TARMIT,
Montgomery et al. (2013, pp.228-240) % &%
LoD, XTIV IUXAIEHRTHZ LIZLT,
LWH DY, The Selfish Giant \ZIZE N,/ 11,
JEDS FEDON &> TexlEEN 2 < EEh T
DB THDH, /87 LU X AL polar
parallelism (&t LU X A) & non-polar
parallelism AP/ NZ LU XA) B3d Y, RiH
DNz IE love & hate 23, #F OHIZIE love & like
NETF LD,

PRELIZRES T, XTI LU XAEWVSBLEND

MAET L, R EENDH B WL EHRMN
lovely S &£ LTkb, g, EA, THE), Tk
DA, T, TTEb7h NEWICEEIN SZ
VU XLDOMRIZHD Z ERb0Dd, Vs
L, BB 1 TIERRR O B iz 35 LW R M s
Tn5,

PiFE 1 OFE LOAFITEADIFEIZ L > THRD
N5, 2%, lovely 21T Z SHRWESE
BRHLIAENDZDTH D, FIAIE, EAD L
DT ) (gruff) 1%, JoF 1 D 1E£ L < (sweetly)
SZXTHRORLIFHEAENR Y, EAOREEZR
&2, The Selfish Giant TIIXTLLR)/XZ L1 X A

OMRPEHIND LT D,

PR 2 ICBIID2BEAD h—btu Yy 7/ HED
JE XD ETS ] (My own garden is my own
garden) &\o &V 7%, A Mhoxtbg T L
VAXLDOERWEF 2D, £, EABEDE T
BT EOVEEE, N 4AOX 7 L) X 8%
FLTWB BEOIMZBOHENEZTEb b
JEORDVITERK CTTFEE Y 95, LrL, [T
BRI, BWATE ST (very dusty and full
of hard stones) OIEFEIL, (26 2 72kkD 2 ) (soft
green grass) 23E X To R RE L IR TH B,
%Iz, $Fk2 @ “How happy we were there”
&b‘?%g%fc%@’zU 7 EPH 1 © “How
happy we are here” &9t U 723, ] (were
& oare) LHRTHEAT (there & here) 2R\
TR ST L) ZADRERICH D,

P 3 THRFERY N T LU X4k,

ke 3 (ZRE 51~59 17)

“I cannot understand why the Spring is so
late in coming,” said the Selfish Giant, as he sat
at the window and looked out at his cold white
garden; “I hope there will be a change in the
weather.”

But the Spring never came, nor the Summer.
The Autumn gave golden fruit to every garden,
but to the Giant’s garden she gave none. “He is
too selfish,” she said. So it was always Winter
there, and the North Wind, and the Hail, and
the Frost, and the Snow danced about through
the trees.

FENIHEATEA IO THY, DIITEEK
LITENZENDRIZR L 9 COTETEF LTV D,
LML, TELTBRERL RolBE NDREIZH
BTN D DER080, ANEES ST,
AL BRERKEBRILEH T LU X O BRI -
72200, BEMPENSH TfToCLE-T2 L
R A D, EADREL Ok 9] (the Hail) <

[%5] (the Frost) = % (the Snow) THEb
NnTo& THW ] (white) FETH D,

6. BRI 25 @%by HIELLA~

PTo LA THo B ADEE
DX FE2HHHEICLIZEANE, DWW
B -sTERERD,

TR ET D,
IZRDR



/J\ ?j"

Pk 4 (FRE 71~100 17)

Through a little hole in the wall the children
had crept in, and they were sitting in the
branches of the trees. . .
glad to have the children back again that they
had covered themselves with blossoms, . . . It

. And the trees were so

was a lovely scene, only in one corner it was
still winter. It was the farthest corner of the
garden, and in it was standing a little boy. He
was so small that he could not reach up to the
branches of the tree, and he was wandering all
round it, crying bitterly. . . . “Climb up! little
boy,” said the Tree, and it bent its branches
down as low as it could; but the boy was too
tiny.

And the Giant’s heart melted as he looked out.

“How selfish I have been!” he said; “now I know
why the Spring would not come here. I will put
that poor little boy on the top of the tree, and
then I will knock down the wall, . .
really very sorry for what he had done.

So he crept downstairs and opened the front
door quite softly, and went out into the
garden. . . . And the Giant stole up behind [the
little boyl and took him gently in his hand, and
put him up into the tree. And the tree broke at

.” He was

once into blossom, and the birds came and sang
onit, ...

T ELT LMD /NS T2 I BREIZADIA L
LT REICIIRICENND, L L
—HDORIEZDEETH T, FHUL, KOk
INEIRRBO WD Z ERHRI ST ETH
5, WL DINWTWDZDHDOTFOETR, B
TERBEMICIT L O ETHAROETZ R TCE AN
SWixL, BOFEKRICOETHIT S, EADOSD
2% melted &) BhE] TR I TV D DT BLER
W, EWVWH D, EADOELEE >TIZ, The
Selfish Giant \ZIZ NI o> TW=d 5 5%t

V1T 1, A2 R REN D06 Th D,

FNL, TBEZ D EEZ S 1 will knock down the
wall) & WVWIHBEANDSIEE Y ICEENTLY b/
_&_iOT,W/W$E/M&WOKﬁ%%A
TU U RLWEET D, £, &/ BEKORH
HHES 2D, WEMERT LR IICRD, DFEY
I, 1 IChoc L s REh, #
WoehE, +EBb, B, K, BN

Bw-AHE—)LFukLS - B OB A

RIT LY XZLOMRNEREREIND,

7. RS e E B AT

Al ’@ﬁ:fi@ FIohNERBo1To0Z L 2B AT
HRICEICA DS, T DBRDTFIT = oKk L BA2ET,
ZCL'C MiIFEH k> 72 (Years went over) 74,
o RETHETEAORNZEND,

Pk 5 (BFHE 138~15417)

Downstairs ran the Giant in great joy, and
out into the garden. He hastened across the
grass, and came near to the child. And when he
came quite close his face grew red with anger,
and he said, “Who hath dared to wound thee?”
For on the palms of the child’s hands were the
prints of two nails, and the prints of two nails
were on the little feet.

“Who hath dared to wound thee?” cried the
Giant; “tell me, that I may take my big sword
and slay him.”

“Nay!” answered the child; “but these are the
wounds of Love.”

“Who art thou?” said the Giant, and a strange
awe fell on him, and he knelt before the little
child.

And the child smiled on the Giant, and said
to him, “You let me play once in your garden,
to-day you shall come with me to my garden,
which is Paradise.”

And when the children ran in that afternoon,
they found the Giant lying dead under the tree,
all covered with white blossoms.

FELOFRIZERNH DO R THALZE
N, THERZD X972 L& L7-O0, #TTZEWN
DEWNHZLTRDLND, N #Hx TN &
s, ZAuzx L E bR, (720Xl oTz
MBS EEZD,

ZIZT, NIV VXL The Selfish
Giant D ZNE TOWMNZFHMHERLTEL, 20
WIRESTIEM A S B 72 R R T L U XL o
@%Eﬂ%%iéﬁ(ﬁ%ﬂ,ﬁk@ﬁ%mio
THRILHIR T LY AANEET 2 X 512D (B
B2 & 3), L, EADSLINT L » THOYEE
X7 LY RLAOMANIY RS D G 4),

P 5 TEHAZ TRITZVWOE2HT DAL TR5

b, §EEHZ T WYY, FELDONT



FAEPRIRERE LB ) — T4 ¥ 7 DigE

XEGEDET B, LML, IhEF6] 1%, bk
0 L DR, SF ST EO xR RT LY
ALERFiHEE LTATATHD, Eon<BVREL
TR, D EFTHIC K S TR T LY X
ANEWRYT5ZEEHIET R FEBITEA
EERWE EELHTOTEH NS0, FEBIE
the wounds of love & W) BRI 5, 5] 1
WEIT MET) REFRTHY, pzIT 5] &
e 8T LU XADBRIZH D EEZOND,

L EBIE, [BOE Lo FHEAHV, @
IR HERICH D b D E RSN Z 5 Z & T,
W ERFIZ D TES Z BN EEANCE
BRI D7 LIRS,

P¥e 5 C The Selfish Giant 13#&0 %, Hethd
XiedH D EoICE AT, TAHWTE] (white
blossoms) T&& #HbOIL-IREETHA TS &
A&EFEREND, white & W) EEITHEEE3 T
b TWen, TORITE -0k 5 - FHOA S,
DFENVKEERTOLE L THEDN TV, TDOPR
BIZBNTAIIMOFH L ITpHi s Ty, &
T L7 T4 ZBORIZIT SR -
TWiehotl-, 5325 L, BB 3IZBIT2AN
A1X T3E) 2R L Qe ZOEWT, ABEA
DR EB > TNDIDIEb-oEbRIEEEXD,
— 5T, #oTW\DHH DN blossoms T D AU
HbIEHTHLENRDH S, blossom (6 L < i%
blossoms) X 1 T, HH4 T EM bR
TWEDR, WIS ERMEMERETHHDT
bole, WEEDENENZIZI SDELEIHED
white blossoms NEANEZE > TND I LD, H
NDFNIH T2 72 DESNE D72 TN D, LR
L7z,

8. FLHLAKkOE

B IGRE R E B S W S RE ST
frENT= M E ST 2R Y, /e TR E
BERLEZLONEZEALETHD VN - JEK,
2018), AR X 512, WFEXDOFRAIZE 5T,
EME 2 THRBEMIILLAAEETHS, Lo,
FRBRICKIEL T LE - T, BRECE Vo 5
T AR« A A T OREN ST SNz LTS
WHEEN, 0D Db, BIRESUEMERIZBE T
LHMNBHTH D,

AFTl, mEPRIGEEREICBIR ST
HWEEC The Selfish Giant #5212, UV —TF 4
VIR ORI E D RNE GO ERME R LT,
BARMCE, (1) MR oS & s, Bk

A EEEL DD, (2) T LU XAOBEN
SRR AT 5 &9 2 FEOBEA % BB LT,
LS%BOBMEE LT, ARmpERET S 2B
e, BRI A BB XD X ) ICHRICE DAL
MEBZDIENFTOND, TODITE, #
R ) &2 63, L i SRR ST O fRIR
WABE L 72 D HIEERDRETHA I,

kARG IL, BHIFE B AR 3E O PR BFST D AL A 1
4 (2018 AFJEAEMAFTE (C)) FREE &
18K00374 L DJFfEE ZD U h—L Rt E
D LR Fe DU T B RE B B OV 0D B %S
(FFgeREHE - /Ny ) OB &1 THE
hiz,

2B 30k

Glasgow, G. P, & Paller, D. L. (2014).
MEXT-approved EFL textbooks and the new
Course of Study. In N. Sonda & A. Krause
(Eds.), JALT2013 Conference Proceedings.
(pp.113-122). JALT.

Mart, C. T. (2018). Literature in language
teaching: A recipe to maximize learning. L7
Fducational Studies in Language and
Literature, 18, 1-25.

Montgomery, M., Durant, A., Furniss, T., &
Mills, S. (2013). Ways of Reading- Advanced
Reading Skills for Students of English
Literature. Fourth Edition. Routledge.

Paran, A. (2008). The role of literature in
instructed foreign language learning and
teaching: An evidence-based
survey. Language Teaching, 41(4), 465-496.

Rosenblatt, L. (1978). The Reader, the Text, the
Poem: The Transactional Theory of the
Literary Work. Southern Illinois Press.

Tsang, A., Paran, A., & Lau, W. W. F. (2020).
The language and non-language benefits of
literature in foreign language education: An

study of
views. Language Teaching Research.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1362168820972345

/NEPEE (2014) . TWIRESCRERRIZBNT 7 4+ —
Ay T — e RERT DO OFERMED |

TREAMERERBE VL] 17, 39-55.

/NBPEE - JEKARE (2018). [HFEHE BT DK

A MEX URAONEH—Shaun Tan {E The

exploratory learners’



AN ¢ EHE—V Ty S - B BSOS

Red Tree % <% HARNIFEFEE DL B'S

BRI e 2 & T C—) [IRBAMEREBHEIE]
21, 229-224.

HAEEE (2010). [@Ses

S ERER » SEREm] BA PR

=

[E]

i SR



