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Policy Recommendations for the Preparation and Use of Textbooks and Teaching Materials
for Children with Intellectual Disabilities: Through a Questionnaire Survey on Textbooks
and Teaching Materials for Children with Intellectual Disabilities

Hirofumi TAKEDOMI
Department of Child Education, Faculty of Developmental Education, Kobe Shinwa Women’s University

The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual situation of the use of textbooks copyrighted by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) in special-needs schools (intellectual
disabilities). In addition, we clarified what kind of teaching materials are needed to improve the learning
guidance in the field of education for intellectual disabilities in the future. The questionnaire was
administered to the teachers in the field of special needs schools. The results showed that less than 30% of
the textbooks copyrighted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology for Children
with Intellectual Disabilities were used in the schools. It was difficult to say that the textbooks were being
used sufficiently. When asked what kind of innovations would promote the use of the textbooks, the
respondents answered that the textbooks should be ready for use at any time, and that the textbooks should
be rich in variations to meet the diverse realities and educational needs of the students. Based on the results
of these surveys, I made policy proposals on the state of textbooks that are expected to be newly issued in
the future and measures to promote their use.

Key words: Textbooks copyrighted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
Evidence-based Policy Making (EBPM), Private Finance Initiative (PFI), policy recommendations
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