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Abstract

In 1958 Bishop Yamaguchi Aijiro of Nagasaki made the controversial decision to remove the ruins of the
old Urakami Cathedral destroyed by the atomic bombing of August 9, 1945. The bishop insisted on
having a new cathedral built on the same site, a highly historically significant site where Christians
had been repeatedly forced to renounce their faith and had been persecuted from the seventeen
century until the end of the nineteenth century. The bishop’s decision went against the popular wish
of the citizens of Nagasaki to preserve the ruins as a symbol of peace. In this article, I revisit Bishop
Yamaguchi’s decision by contextualizing it in a series of complex decisions the bishop made during
and following the Asia-Pacific War. In particular, I consider the bishop’s international connections and

relationships as context for these decisions, as well as the bishop’s practice of prayer that routinely



accompanied the decisions. The goal is not to speculate on political or religious motivations behind these

decisions, but to illuminate the tension between history and eternity embedded in the bishop’s decisions.
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% Letter from Paul Yamaguchi, to John J. Mitty, Archbishop of San Francisco, December 7, 1938, Official
Correspondence Files, 1938-1939, X-Y, Archives of the Archdiocese of San Francisco. 2 v 7 « K&# b KIFH]
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LAARARDEBOMBE I 2 ELOBICITY 770y 2aTUHERSL TWS, THBRADREDLTEIFOME
I NV v 73], 19514E 3 A 1 H,




DIRILD—>% BIEZ 2735, ZO—F TUWHIFRIICH > TH b Y v 7 OEFMHAEK S EERMBEHRE L
Wb ZLICFBRVFECEELZB A EH o &M 2Bl X9 & Lz, 2hidiipic
EOoTHRNY Yy Z7DaRER) X =RALEBERL, OIS REROARICH>TE S LIEHE
HIRARMEDO T TIEBI T2 2 28 TEE] EFELRVWIEZRITEETbhoAH, Lrl, ZC
THRZE 5w TZE] & MEH o—BICiTEL 2 TIEURBELL 20 TH S,

BMEMITED -8, HO—AVERTT « 7u—LRZBIFD [FHEMR] —

PRI R L LT TBE) CEREEEAD [EM) O0—BE28Y 28 5HXOMEY 2 Llin
72h5, 19434 8 B, EEREXE (RBHEEEAIEKERE) T = X2 E0ORFR, HiRHE THF
EHXFEEOAER, £ L TRIFAX TRIZICBRE S NIIED Y OFEKAREBLE L HITA VR T DT
n— L AT REEMR ODItEand 2 Lichd, BRAICS 2O TIE~OSEZELE Tl
Hid e — < BZRRICERBR L @0 EMEE Uk [—%) 2RI L1c25,

BV Yy IHRTED EHERE) 13 1941F12H B A AREOHRE 7 V71K - GHICHTZ-
THfE SN b DT, 1942FICT7 4 VB CE oD ) v 765, L BHEPIKE S,
LirL, W74 VDB MY v 7 BEOREEOH 2G5 DREEL <, ZOFED D KPRFIH
OHHAFHEBSIRE S N7z (SFHE 1996, EF 1991, 37-47), £z, 77 Al B o [E#k T R
B OREFAIAHEMEREXE OBHFE) &7 exy 7 TOBEHRRO D 5/ MAEINTRE ST
W5 (TRYE 1943), TH6 0 DREEM] FREEEDMEBL 2L O TH o 7285, 19424 7 ALED
VRER YT HEICB W TEBIIIEES OFEE L 78 o IR OV Tik19434 12 [AIHUE T RBEH 2SR E
SNEHPIHE D & FRFICRBROFREEMR S =7z 5 1995, 3 1980).

1946 ICHTI S NITZP Y OB Y v 7365 T3] 12 ALl LT 2FiLeamd. 1~
RRTTD2ERERVIES>TVND, ZOFEROARTIMRLLVEY OV Y — KT, BT
b o L lEE-SCREGEGRE, MEROBEHMT-H, 2L TERLZL~OEHOSENHY ZH O T
Wo, WAE#HRT2 X5 EONBMTHEA L 28R, T L CHERECEBREZEY L ZREEE Eo X
FIERBL, WIRIZLTES LR aR VB el thoBFRFEIEVWZRRICA OGNS LA D
RERTHICITE <M, L, By —LvATHIAINZZ L, L TCEELHF
NI KREETHWEER Tr—~ 2 EWE Z LEMOEHACEENLOGHENL O OfEHiE L TH I LN
TS Z &KWz Z Ll (AP LBOFINZE U TERBR L 72— D 5 BITITA U T &2
ShTws (1A 1946).

IWHOFEICINE, [EIE19435 7 AICHEMHi A~ F e - LT RZFOH SN ER, vV I7025
AV KX T TO RUEH ~omhzkdond, ZOMFCONTILIRZT 7y F I L T
BY, BEEOWRNAE 2D LIEETERVWE IO EATLE VS, £ 2 T ES ~HEE, Mk
TEIEH L WO BE A/ TUREZAHE L L LTWS (LH 1946, 21).

A S B3YRE S G RE, 7 v — L 2 E0OANAIEKI700,000 . BEROKHESH MY v 7 Tholk



(KR 1966, 28, 1LH 1946), ¥V A ARG ITEZ HNIZDOF16MHALD Z & TH DA, £DT%1910
FRPB1920FRICA T v FOMERNERICAVYCEENE X, 47 VX P HBHO L D&
Bl L RESNDZ itk d (FA 2002, 263-266. Steenbrink 2007, 77-152) .

LA L, 1940 RA Y BRA T U FIRBETD L, 47V FBIFIZE THEEHL TWIZMERXATR
AV NOBEHEZRR LIME L Tc. TDOIDKIBICFEROEPEA T 5 LIT2oTz, 19428 CiEH
RERT7 n— L 2% HH, DY AREOFEHTEEMICSO THEEABEAZNET 2 HETHY, 13L&
WEDHFZ U ENEHRMBPAT T 2V BO~ Ty FVOPEFTICIE S fviz, [LHFIZEDRIZE L 72 Y 1E
X7 HDOMERIT —r v RRERLEILICFIRICHEINIEPLY DA v RRTT NOWHR 4 440
BRAOFKICH > Tz (Heyden, n.d., 8-9. FKJFE 1966, 28-29. LT 1946).

WA GIE1943F 8 HiIZ7 v — L RICEFE, —(TIRBEMON MY v 7HiE L TT7e—L 2 2H
S5 /NA VAR EFEIREREREO L —7 2 VAR O EREHM . bIcHA 2 bhd, UL,
ZOH, WAL FEEORNELREEHE?AG BICE SN TOWIAENEHM b 2MBE T 5 TE
ThodIeZMbINTND (BRI 1979, 36-37, 1Lk 1961, 64). € OHIAIZE WL > TEAH
L UTHAE LIS ) OEER GRS~ AT &, MBELH5 L5 HFLE (L 1961, 64-
66) .

WO eI L —7 = VR E EDICEEKE L THEHOHSZHTHZ itk TWeD T, &
BRI ZORBOKT £ HENEHMIZLOMBEET LN EE2MET S, KEFZOE~
By PN ORI~ LR (FERE 1961, 67-68), R KD 7%, IO ITMEPRBLETH 51302
P 7e—LABORBICL o TAREEEZA LD E, FMRBERELERICRE L, ERXohsz
FCARTICIRI 2 S (1961, 127-133), LA L., AP LIRFITZ T, 2 L TREICEZEA
TeHIEGIERMERITHED Z LB RED (K 1961, 166-167)

LA L., ZO%ILEETE b REgERRRICGERT 2. #1203 LB ERERENERPL R ZE
% PMEROBE THEROL T VI NEHEDO— ATV ) £ RO BANSA FEFETHIRENT
LEH, TORFILAIEHEYBREECREEERZEL, avx ) o bofkickshitd. Zo%kbt
7 A NEEE DI IR EN 2 2 NS DR RIS ESCREOZADS L35 L., L T
W5 (fEE 1961, 115-124).

W8 H FRIEE ERIGEOFE, L TREBOMLEE2%Z1T 2, WSSO EHMIEL &k
CEAE EiE 8 A29B IANEANBEHMPED b TWeEERE Z i [NV h - 70 =hy A -
T A L bellum finitum est] (M#&GTi&bo72]) & T 7 Vi TKREDOH b %45 2 72(Heyden, n.d.,
57). ZNXVRNC, BIFEHXD LU ICHEITL TW 2K T O KNS ER TR 0 1 5 & 2 B H A
bicibRBeEE TIozizE &b (Leven, nd., 163). L2 L, FHELWFELEELIalLxiLt v
X BIRFEED Z L bH> TWellid% 5 LicbEEEIC—gftin g, Ve —L 2 CnbMid7 n—
VADEDITBZ 5] Lk, BHHD LKEOECEZSPEE 7L 9 (Cornelissen 1949:
113).

INHOWLAO TRE LT, Kik#, SR04 7 X NOBEHE BTV TILh kRO
Makole, 7u—LATWUALTEIZIIC LTI/ AV ARG RIZERBERE L —7 = VEZITILO S



ARANFIROZ L% [RPOELNIRME] LIFAREY, nAT7e—L 2%k EoAICL—7 = V7
HORERTHOTMERDOF TV HNEHIT 7« T AT VMRS LA T3k 2R
ffi] o7t bL1945%E9 H 7T HOHRIZFR L TW5 (Heyden, n.d., 58). OHICFEMAR TR EEVT
INVFE ARG, FBETAEZLICARAEL WS, BARAOFIZLOD X 5 ZEORmWAY
MNTeZ LB L TRBE LW ERN, (LA LDOHEWZHOWT TEANCHE-72) LETRHRLTWS

(Cornelissen 1949, 114), [LH S AARATFTILE 4 ARA T X OBEHMT-H & BIFREREZE Wz R,
HEFTHEMEBLZEN [—F) Z2RBLE, aArx VB FIIOLEHE2ETIH LEHSED
[—%) ZEBRLEZLiFRnEBFRL TS (Cornelissen 1949, 82) .

WA SIFTHEESZES 29 LcfGMEz@ e I8 2E B0 TRRT 2 ZLI1Ckd, KiEkombE
ZEWCEZLARA T 2V BOS v P A~BET 5, BPEHEMOD MY v 7 EEORICH 2%
HTWED, 19469 HITA—RA M7 ) TEOUERFE 2 NOFiMEZIT 5, ZOREOREEITH S
PTEHRND, A=A 7 ) 7 ORERREFIRIFGORIHADPAT T =V HITNWD Z L IZENITE N
W L IIAFZEITY F=—KFHTho 72X u AR L v —< D7 VN ) KEEE SRR R
Thoteb W, ZZTHEFEO— AN IEF e A REICHERKEZ L, (LOOFEEZmSHE, LN
WREFHEA~NFHICRD ZEEHLL TND I L EE2 D, e ZOMEERSITILAICE L v A fK
PNCEBEFEEEFE L 2D, LNEF LA BEEICA 2 ) TEOFREZENTNDY, ZOFK
FHETHARHATD LN, ZOFREZ TR X Ve A BEEITLOD 7 e —1L 2 TOIEEN % [RE
) BHEEHRZTVDEOT, IHOEFRTHED 7 e —L A TOFEFITOVWTELLREL DD LB
2 5%, Filo, A RBHORMED? S OFHK T, BKEBITILDo@ X ThEzErIhic) Lk
_TNBY,

FooA BT ICEEA—2 N7 ) THEMEHICHEE T D, WABRAZ ) TETHENCFRE
FE L TRIAPAZ UV 2 T S TS HEREi M, g THRENSETRIFEHXORNZE 2 T,
RFIREZARRICT 2 KO CA—A N7V TBFICEE T TELWERD 2, RO T TNy
KRETRBRTH oI Z &2, SHRLEE BHLASTWHER TH - 723, FROLE DD A5 R
Vel Ebo T IHADANERY 2, NEGEBUFICE > TH IR FEZE L2, BARD
BFEEHBETI LV N THEERBELZIMIT LA 5] LRI TNEY, Zhick L Ti=a
EEEIE, - ) —EERKEICFREZEES, (WAFREPHA v NI B AROHEMEH O THOG &
IRESNIZZ &, I, vy FOAMERRBEXE L /NA v 2 FEEEEREXEOSEZLIHL T,
WHANRTZ 8 — L AT I~ OBFH LIRS, RIGF~ORHHELZET LS FHFL T DY, A

% Letter from J. Panico, Apostolic Delegate to Australia and New Zealand, to John Beasley, Minister for
Defense, October 31, 1945, in A1066, IC45/29/4, National Archives of AustralialZ 5.

" Letter from E.B. Phillips, Chaplain, 2/9 Australian Infantry Battalion, to Cardinal Gilroy, Archbishop of
Sydney, October 21, 1945, Archives of the Archdiocese of Sydney.

% Letter from Cardinal Gilroy, Archbishop of Sydney, to E.B. Philliips, November 6, 1945, Archdiocese of
Sydney Archives

¥ Letter from John Toohey to Charles Cunningham, November 2, 1945, Archives of the Archdiocese of Sydney.
" Letter from Cardinal Gilroy to J. Panico, Apostolic Delegate to Australia and New Zealand, October 31, 1945,
in A1066, 1C45/29/4, National Archives of Australia.

! Letter from J. Panico, Apostolic Delegate, to John Beasley, Minister of the Army, October 31, 1945, in A1066,
1C45/29/4, National Archives of Australia.
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