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Development of Active Learning Style Classes for Japanese
High School EFL Readers Through Creating Video Dramas

Hiroshi ICHO

Abstract:

This paper aims to develop active learning style reading lessons for Japanese junior high school students and
investigate their educational effects. Eighty-nine eighth graders (aged 13-14) were divided into small groups,
and each made a video drama of a short story. After completing the video drama and watching each other’s,
they were given a free-answer questionnaire, and their answers were analyzed with the text mining technique.
They were also given a paper test that measured the effect of “video drama-making,” along with two tests on
other texts that were taught differently. The scores of the three tests were analyzed with ANOVA. The result
of text mining shows that the students felt they had improved their phonological ability in English through
video drama-making. They also felt they had acquired ICT skills, improved their thinking ability, and learned
how to cooperate with others. The result of ANOVA shows that there was no significant difference detected
between “video drama-making” and “teacher-centered instruction.” Thus, it is implied that video drama-
making can help students acquire generic skills such as logical thinking or clear explanation. It is also implied
that video drama-making has as good learning effects as teacher-centered instruction.
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Suddenly, a gull landed next to Zorba.

"Help me," the gull cried. "I'm dying. I'm
covered with oil"

"What can I do?"

"Soon I'll lay an egg. Promise me this. Please
take care of my egg and teach flying to my

"Yes, you."

“OK. T'll ry."

“Thank you," the gull said.

She soon died. Under her body Zorba found
an egg.

Taking care of the egg was difficult. But
Zorba never gave up.

One morning he opened his eyes. A small white
head looked back at him. "Mommy."

“I'm not your mommy. But you're lucky. So
that's your name. Lucky."

Zorba and his friends took care of Lucky.
Rats and strange cats attacked her. But Zorba
and his friends protected her.

In time, Lucky became a beautiful gull.

“Lucky," Zorba said. "Now it's time to

"Why do I have to fly? Cats don't fly," Lucky
said.

"Well, you're not a cat. You're a gull."

"Me? A gull>"

"Yes. You are a gull. I am a cat. Cats do cat
things. Gulls do gull things. Each is different.
Each is good. We must respect differences.”

"So I must fly," Lucky said.

"Yes. Gulls fly."

"I can't fly without your help. Will you teach
me?"

"Of course. I promised your mother. And now
I promise you."

Lucky's flying lessons started. She tried to
fly many times, but always failed. One rainy
night, Zorba and Lucky went to a tower.

“"Lucky, all the sky is yours. Open your wings
and fly."

"I can't," she cried.

"Yes, you can. You can if you want."

Lucky stepped into the air. At first she fell.
Then her wings caught the wind and she started

to fly.

"Zorba, you're right. T canl" Lucky said and
flew away.

"Yes. You cal s
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Narrator Lucky
Gull Zorba's friend(s)
Zorba Rat(s) and Strange cat(s)

@YFUZ UUTOEUIMSC, HEICH U TENULTRL)

Narrator | Suddenly, a gull landed next to Zorba.

Zorba

&l “Help me. I'm dying. I'm covered with oil."

Zorba "What can I do?"

Gull "Soon I'll lay an egg. Promise me this. Please take care of my egg and teach flying to
my baby."

Zorba "Me?"

Gull "Yes, you."

Zorba "OK.I'll try

Gl “Thank you,"

Narrator | She soon died. Under her body Zorba found an egg.

(2 2ZEN

Lucky "Mommy."

Zorba and his friends protected her.

Nerater | Taking care of the egg was difficult. But Zorba never gave up.
One morning he opened his eyes. A small white head looked back at him.

Zrsa | "I'mnot your mommy. But you're lucky. So that's your name. Lucky."
Narrator | Zorba and his friends took care of Lucky. Rats and strange cats attacked her. But
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Narrator | In time, Lucky became a beautiful gull.

Zorba “Lucky. Now it's time to fly."

Lucky “Why do T have to fly? Cats don't fly.”

Zorba "Well, you're not a cat. You're a gull."

Lucky "Me? A gull>"

Zorba "Yes. Youare a gull. I am a cat. Cats do cat things. Gulls do gull things. Each is different.

Each is good. We must respect differences."

Lucky "So I must fly."
Zorba "Yes. Gulls fly."
Lucky “T can't fly without your help. Will you teach me?"
Zorba "Of course. I promised your mother. And now I promise you."
Narrator | Lucky's flying lessons started. She tried to fly many times, but always failed.
—
Tobat
ke
1]
Narrster | One rainy night, Zorba and Lucky went to a fower.
Zorbo “Lucky, all the sky is yours. Open your wings and fly."
Lucky "T can't."
Zrba | "Yes, you can. You can if you want."
Narrator | Lucky stepped into the air. At first she fell. Then her wings caught the wind and she
started to fly.
Lucky “Zorba, you're right. I canl*
Zorba "Yes. You can."
(U ZEM)
Narrator | Zorba said to the empty sky.
(2UI%EM)
OSHDFE

B1E  YFUARR
B265 : IRR

B30 :

B - "R

B4 EH

- 101 —




