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During the eight years of Occupation, intellectuals in Shanghai found themselves

10

7=

confronted by the dilemma of the conflicting demands of private and public
morality @ on the one hand, survival, concern of one- s family, and pursuit of
one~ s own interests; on the other, patriotic commitment and dignity.
(omission)
Ambiguous response was only natural in an extreme situation of dehumanizing
terror, which Primo Levi aptly calls the ¢ grey zones of existence : a situation
in which weaknesses, inevitable inconsistency of behavior, and even a degree of
compromise, as well as dignity and moral courage, were involved for anyone
trying to survive in the face of the enemy.
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