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What Does the Early Childhood Education Advisor Visitation Accomplish
for Teachers and Facilities?

Miho TAJIMA!, Fuminori NAKATSUBO?

Abstract: This study clarified the effects of receiving ongoing visits from early childhood
education advisors on early childhood teachers. We conducted focus group interviews with early
teachers from three early childhood education facilities in X Prefecture who had previously
received ongoing visits from an early childhood education advisor. The data obtained through the
interviews were analyzed using Trajectory Equifinality Modeling (TEM). The results showed that
teachers at a preschool were initially reluctant to accept the advice, but gradually began to accept
it more actively, and by having their early childhood education and care observed on an ongoing
basis, they began to witness the growth of the staff and children. At another early childhood
education facility, the staff felt that due to the small number of employees, there was insufficient
storytelling among teachers, but as they received visits, the storytelling increased, and they began
to feel the need for continued visits by the advisors. Furthermore, at another early childhood
education facility, teachers reported issues with the configuration of the environment in their care,
but after receiving specific advice from the advisor, their concerns gradually dissipated, and they
realized that they had stopped thinking when an outsider’s perspective was introduced.

Key words: Early childhood education advisors, Trajectory Equifinality Modeling (TEM), Focus
Group Interview
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