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The Meaning of Inclusive Practices involving Music in Childcare:
Case Study of Music Activities using Multiple Languages in a Four-year-old Class

Chiaki TAKESHIMA

Abstract

This study aims to clarify the significance of practices aiming for inclusive childcare including music using
multiple languages in a four-year-old class by doing fieldwork. It is meaningful for young children to participate
in group activities including music in childcare, both as music education and as inclusive activities. This study
considers the meaning of childcare practices that include music in a four-year-old class in which inclusive
childcare is practiced at Kindergarten M, a public kindergarten in Hiroshima. The author, as an “active
participation,” performed fieldwork at Kindergarten M for six months. The data were based on the participant’s
observation of the activities in the four-year-old class and interviews with the class teacher. The scenes of singing
activities involving greetings in several languages, which were held every morning in the four-year-old class,
were then extracted as episodes. They were described, focusing on the meaning of these practices for Girl A, who
had foreign roots. The analysis of the episodes clarified the transformation process of Girl A’s expressive behavior
in the activities and the bonding process between Girl A and a Japanese child who gained interest in English
through the activities. Based on the analysis, it is considered that, in addition to the effects of this practice as music
education, music functioned as a medium for building interrelationships among children. Moreover, the potential
of music in inclusive practice was proved to form inclusive childcare while combining these effects. Conversely,
through the analysis, difficulties to describe practices using music in childcare were identified.
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