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Constitution and Content Characteristics of Music Standards in Colorado:
Through Comparison with National Core Music Standards
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Abstract

In the United States, the National Core Music Standards, that is, common educational goals in music, were
established in 2014 as a revision of the National Standards for Arts Education. As in the United States, the
authority of education is left to the states, so the National Core Music Standards do not have legal value and each
is free to establish its own standards. Although most states follow the National Core Music Standards, some states
that follow them have their own unique characteristics. In this study, we examined and analyzed Colorado’s music
standards. The results showed that while the Colorado music standards are said to conform to the “National Core
Music Standards,” first, their artistic process, their structure and content differ from the “National Core Music
Standards”. Second, specific approaches to musical knowledge and skills are detailed for each grade. Third, the
“Academic Context and Connections” section which is similar to the “Enduring Understanding” and “Essential
Question” sections of the National Core Music Standards, is provided for each grade and content area. Fourth,
“Colorado Essential Skills” section specifies which workforce skills are acquired through the content of the
standards. In this study, we discovered another aspect of music education in the United States, which is a federal
system, that cannot be solely analyzed based on the National Core Music Standards.
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