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Consideration of Japanese immigrants to Harbin in Manchuria
— Focusing on Shoichi Takeuchi’s Gogol Street of Russian-style

Zhou Qiuli

Abstract: The Japanese literary works with Harbin in Manchuria as an urban
representation are mainly recorded in the form of travel notes. In this paper, we will
focus on the short story Gogol Street of Russian-style by Shoichi Takeuchi to investigate
the different representations of Harbin and the Japanese in Manchuria. Through his
works, in the “Manchukuo” era, according to the image of Gogol Street of Russian-style,
the culture brought by foreigners or people of other ethnic groups in Harbin was
divided more clearly. Additionally, the Japanese in “Manchukuo” became more active
and conscious of adapting to this land by the political propaganda at that time. The
Japanese who immigrated into “Manchukuo” were caught in a national identity crisis.
Unlike the Russians who immigrated to Manchuria had a negative identity, Japanese
people in “Manchukuo” had a positive identity, which made this group of Japanese find a
sense of stability and a sense of belonging to Manchuria. Furthermore, both colonialists
and the public have lost the right to control their lives and freedom in a state of war.
Helplessness and dissatisfaction are expressed through Takeuchi’s works. Although
Gogol Street of Russian-style is a National Policy Literature, it reveals Takeuchi’s
criticism and reflection on war.

Keywords: Manchurian literature; representations of Harbin; the Japanese in

Manchuria; National identity crisis; criticism and reflection on war
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