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Relation of Developmental Disorder Tendency and Internalizing Problems in  
Higher Grade Elementary School Children 

Kei MORIYAMA1 , Tomoya TOITA2 and Daisuke  FUJIKI 

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to examine whether developmental disorder tendency such as ADHD and ASD 

tendency are related to internalizing problems through teacher teaching attitudes and school life events, targeting higher 

grade elementary school children enrolled in regular classes. Higher grade elementary school children (N=206) 

completed a self-report questionnaire concerning their teacher teaching attitudes, their daily experiences with 

schoolwork and their relationships with friends and classroom teacher at school, their self-esteem, and internalizing 

problems. Their homeroom teachers (N=9) rated each children’s developmental disorder tendency. As a result of path 

analysis, it became clear that developmental disorder tendency to be related to internalizing problems through mediating 

teacher teaching attitudes, school life events, and self-esteem. 
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Table 7 (N = 206)

5 6

F F

ADHD  5.59 (7.10) 3.06 (4.45) 8.05 (8.41) 3.38 (5.04) 8.05 (7.93) 18.13** 0.02 

ASD  9.48 (4.03) 8.81 (4.28) 9.90 (4.10) 9.75 (3.26) 10.05 (3.43) 1.04 0.64 

22.67 (4.24) 23.27 (4.08) 22.21 (4.54) 22.33 (4.14) 22.57 (3.71) 0.33 0.16 

6.90 (1.75) 6.81 (1.75) 6.95 (1.71) 7.04 (1.33) 6.86 (2.33) 0.01 0.05 

9.16 (2.27) 9.33 (2.29) 9.50 (2.12) 8.63 (2.46) 7.81 (2.14) 0.73 10.12**

6.62 (2.02) 6.04 (1.87) 7.28 (1.83) 5.96 (1.97) 6.95 (2.54) 11.60** 0.39 

39.47 (6.82) 40.00 (7.02) 39.46 (6.33) 37.00 (5.70) 40.33 (8.68) 1.48 0.86 

7.98 (2.35) 8.32 (2.64) 7.72 (1.96) 7.71 (2.18) 8.00 (2.78) 0.15 0.17 

**p < .01 

Table 8 (N = 206)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1 ADHD         

2 ASD    .51**       

3  .37** .24**      

4   .17**  .14* .34**     

5   .27**  .12  .22**   .33**    

6   .41**   .20** .45**   .48**   .43**   

7  .10   .20**   .34** .46** .32** .44**  

8  .01   .09 .14*   .26**   .27**   .23** .45**

** p < .01, * p < .05, p < .10      
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