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How did Japanese teachers deal with COVID-19 in their lessons? :
The case studies of two teachers

Hiromi Kawaguchi, Yu Osaka, Jongsung Kim, Shohei Takamatsu,
Ichiro Murata, Koji Gyoju, and Kai Sato

This article illustrates how two Japanese teachers design and implement a unit related
to COVID-19 for promoting teaching controversial issues in Japan. We discovered the
following two implications for achieving the aim: (a) improving teachers’ abilities of
explaining how the issues are necessary and important in school education and (b)
enhancing the ability of gatekeeping of teachers. Particularly, the ability of curriculum

management is significant for teaching controversial issues.
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