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Transmission of Traditional Chinese Music through Piano Education Using Chinese Piano Works

— From an interview with a piano instructor —
Sheng Wang

Abstract: This study aims to clarify the significance of Chinese piano works for piano education
which focuses on the inheritance of Chinese traditional music. Interviews were conducted
with instructors and piano teachers engaged in piano education in China and the following
conclusions were drawn by qualitative analysis. First, four categories were extracted: “interest
in piano arrangement works of Chinese traditional music,” “awareness of musical characteristics
of Chinese traditional music,” “multiple functions of piano,” and “propagate Chinese traditional
music with piano.” Further, it was found that although musical instruments other than piano
have increased possibility of inheriting Chinese traditional music, playing piano is more suitable
for the transmission of Chinese traditional music. This study thus highlights the significance of
traditional Chinese piano pieces and the advantages of playing piano.
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