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Current Situation and Perspective of Ainu Studies at the Public Elementary Schools in Hokkaido
— Analysis of social studies supplementary readers from the point of view of otherness —

Reiko Shimazu and Yasushi Maruyama

Abstract: The purpose of this study is clarifying the current situation and perspective of Ainu
studies at the public elementary schools in Hokkaido. We sent questionnaires to the 179 boards
of education in Hokkaido to find out the educational plan, study and issues on Ainu studies
there. 79 boards of education replied, 44 of which send to us their social studies supplementary
readers which had been compiled and published by each municipality for elementary schools.
From the replies, we find that 24 boards of education have had difficulty in establishing a
teaching method for Ainu study, and 11 boards indicated current Ainu studies is not enough
emphasis has been placed to associate with concepts of human rights or living side-by-side with
Ainu. We analyzed Ainu descriptions in the social studies supplementary readers from the point
of view of other or otherness by picking out terms which signify these concepts. As a result, we
found readers were constructed around the concept of wajin (people who came from mainland
Honshu, Shikoku and Kyusyu island) as subject, and Ainu as the other from using such terms
like Ezochi (indigenous or assimilated), and by using the passive voice or causative verbs in
Ainu descriptions. We also found that some narratives in the readers described differences
of culture or worldview between Ainu and wajin. Finally, we concluded that Ainu studies at
Hokkaido include the concept of Ainu as the other, but it is possible the use of this concept can
help children understand not only Ainu culture but also themselves.

Key words: Ainu, indigenous, otherness, synoptic viewing,
social studies supplementary reader
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