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Child Rearing and Early Childhood Education and Care of
Indigenous Ainu in the Taisyo Period and Early Showa Era
—Focusing on the Biratori Kindergarten and Sunday School founded by
John and Yaeko Batchelor—

Reiko SHIMAZU' and Atsushi NANAKIDA?

Abstract: In the Taisyo Period and Early Showa Era, Japanese indigenous Ainu school age
students were under the assimilation policy of the government. They were also restricted from
using the Ainu language and discriminated against by Japanese students at school. This study
focused on traditional Ainu child rearing and the early childhood education and care at the
Biratori Kindergarten and Sunday School founded by John and Yaeko Batchelor. We attempted to
identify the contents and purpose of the establishment of these schools by using historical
documents, the Batchelors’ writings, and interviews with those who attended the school. Our
findings were as follows: 1) Ainu and Japanese children played together; 2) Ainu language and
culture were not restricted but used for children’s education at Biratori Kindergarten and Sunday
School. Thus, we concluded that John and Yaeko Batchelor hoped that Ainu and Japanese
children would understand each other in their early years during a time period that was hard for

the Ainu people.
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