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I . Note from the Organizer (1)
Background and Aims of the “Making a Better Textbook” Project

Dr. Kazuhiro Kusahara
Professor, Graduate School of Education
Hiroshima University

This project was possible only through the co-operation and commitment of all those involved.

(1) The Educational Vision Research Institute (EVRI) of Hiroshima University has exchanged
a Memorandum on research collaboration with Hiroshima Global Academy (HiGA), a unique
prefectural high school initiated in 2017. Based on the Memorandum, two agencies worked
together in development of the HiGA curriculum and other educational initiatives, and EVRI
has since developed further its capacity as a research platform for both practitioners and
researchers. I+ was our aim to contribute to the educational development in Hiroshima
prefecture. AmongsT our collaboration attempts of many klnds developing the curriculum for
the class of “Future Creation Program: Global Justice” (usmg the time allocated for the
Integrated Learning Time) stands out as the most significant endeavor. Promotion of this and
its initiotion was made possible for EVRI, as Hiroshima University was selected to receive a
fund to strengthen academic research. More details are listed on the web.

(2) Assistant Professor Dr. Kim, a member of EVRI, was awarded with a JSTS research fund
in 2019, for his research entitled “Design- -Based Research for Social Studies Teacher
Educaﬁon” . Dr. Kim developed his theory and practice to create textbooks in a co-operative
exercise with the various groups of learners who hold contradictory collective memories or
percephons of the same historical event. The aim is to nurture tolerant citizens who are open
to others’ narratives through sustained dialogue. His research and prcchcol framework
matched what HiGA ond EVRI envisioned for the newly developed unit “Future Creation
Program: Global Justice.” With Dr. Kusahara on board as a co-researcher and practitioner,
the team has brought the introductory unit to fruition. It was through Dr. Kim, that La Fetra
Elementary School joined the project as a partner. The invitational lecture by Ms. Rebecca
Valbuena of La Fetra was also made possible by the research fund of Dr. Kim.

(3) The Graduate School of Education in Hiroshima University joined the International
Network of Educational Institutes (INEI) in 2019. It is an international network of research
universities with teacher education functions, and only one leading university of each country
can be odmlﬁed EVRI celebrated joining this allionce and marked it with the exchange
program “Peace Education & Lesson Study for Teacher Educator (PELSTE)” in 2020.
Researchers were invited from the INEI member |ns‘r|‘ru‘res and, as a part of the PELSTE 2020
program, they visited the HiGA to observe the “Making a Better Hiroshima Textbook”
Project. Upon their school visit, the HIGA students and teachers had opportunities to meet
the international researchers. PELSTE2020 received the support of the discretionary fund of
the Dean of the Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University.

(4) Many HU graduate students have por’rucupm‘ed as Teaching Assistants in the project as a
part of their accredn‘ed course “Special Lectures on Social Studies Education
MeThodoIogles They were expected to develop a curriculum based on the concept of

‘peace” and as a team, actually teach the lessons. This will help develop, assess and
improve the professmnol knowledge and skills of the students. The ° Mokmg a Better
Hiroshima Textbook” Project was meant to be a precursor to those practices, with Dr.
Kusahara as a main facilitator while the graduate students and HiGA teachers assisted with
the lessons. Collaborative work over the preparation of the lesson and subsequent reflection
sharply increased the professional knowledge and skills of the students. It also helped to
build trust and coordination between the involved institutes. Thanks to the HiGA principal, Ms.
Fumi Hayashi for welcoming our graduate students to the school.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the participants and practitioners who
supported this project. This project was only possible because of the enthusiastic ongoing
collaboration of the Hiroshima Global Academy and Hiroshima University. It is my great
pleasure to record and publish ‘rhe outcome of our educational activities. We consider it a
compilation of the practitioners’ collective knowledge. This is traditionally cherished as a
shared wealth among educational experts. The Japanese Lesson Study has its origin based in
the culture where the researchers work tfogether with practitioners to record their
implementation practices and accumulated knowledge, and then study the record deeply so
as to enable development and improvement and then spread the resultant good practices.
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Figure |: Curriculum Image of the Subject
“Future Creation Program: Global Justice”

Table |: Unit Structure of the “Making a better Textbook” Project
in Hiroshima Global Academy

Date (number
of hours)

Theme

Goals

November 2"
2019
(3 hrs.)

Textbook Project (1)

Same Event, Different Na-
rratives: Comparison of the
US-JP textbook descriptions
on Hiroshima

To be able to describe the implications of the word

“Hiroshima”

To able to analyze and assess the viewpoints of
both textbooks’ description of Hiroshima

November | 6™
(3 hrs.)

Textbook Project (2)
Writing activity: Developing
the HiGA version of a Hiro-

shima textbook

To be able to explain what a history is and what a
textbook is

To develop a textbook on Hiroshima based on the
aims and perspectives of the individual and the

group

January | 1™
2020

Textbook Project (3)

Becoming a critique: Re-

To analyze and assess the narratives expressed in
the textbook of the counterpart group

(3 hrs.) ading and Commenting on To reconstruct a textbook on Hiroshima based on
the La Fetfra version of a the aims and perspectives of the individual and the
Hiroshima textbook group

February 8™ Textbook Project (4) To analyze and assess the opinions expressed by

(1 hr.) Reflection and Reconstruc- the comments of the counterpart

tion: Rewriting to make a
better Hiroshima textbook of
HIGA

To reconstruct the textbook on Hiroshima based on
the adims and perspectives of the individual and the

group
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2. Note from the Organizer (2)
Why Did I Design the “Making a Better Hiroshima Textbook” Project?

Dr. Jongsung Kim
Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Education,
Hiroshima University

Since 2015, I have worked to design and implement the project to make a better textbook by
working in collaboration with Korean and Japanese children. My main focus was to look at a
situation, when the same historical events have been interpreted according to the different
viewpoint of each country, as these interpretations are taught to our children as if they are
facts carved in stone. My intervention was to encourage children to take the initiative and fill
the gaps between the extremes. This is the same intention for this project with the children of
La Fetra and HiGA as described here. This was the first time the project has been extended
beyond the Korea-Japan pair, and I hope this “Making a Better Textbook” project will find a
more universal application to others.

(1) Our Aims

The aim of the project is to provide children with different collective memories the opportunity
to exchange their familiar narratives and so understand the perspectives of the other. Here, a
textbook serves as the medium of communication. Through such a project, children are
expected to assess their own discourses in relation to the others’ . We aim to nurture open-
minded citizens who will pursue a mutual understanding with others of diverse discourses and
narratives.

(2) Background of the Project

Personal memory and collective memories

- Humans interpret the event based on the discourse in which he or she is placed.

- Individual understanding/interpretation may influence the collective understanding (i.e.
family, school, fown, nation, etc.)

- Understanding of history as it is understood and interpreted by the collective will formulate
collective memories.

- One group may remember a single event differently from the others.

Textbooks as a national narrative

- Textbooks are the state-approved collective memories and the concrete artifacts of the
official memories. Therefore, countries may have conflicting descriptions of a single
historical event.

Contact Hypothesis and Dialogue

- In order to nurture citizens who are open to others’ discourses, they need to interact with
such narratives.

- Dialogue creates not only the opportunity to hear others’ narratives but also mutual un-
derstanding of the participants of the dialogue.

(3) Procedure

The participants were students of HiGA in Japan and of La Fetra in the US. This project set
‘Hiroshima’ as a topic as these two countries, as foes in WWII, have very different

perspectives on the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and its role in ending the WWII.

The students were asked to create “a Better Hiroshima textbook” together. By doing so,

students were to ‘know’ the collective memories of both Japan and the US, the
‘recognize’ the distinct viewpoints that support each national discourse. Then, they would
‘critically analyze’ and based on their findings, they ‘propose’ a better textbook on

Hiroshima to the other side.

This unit consisted of six lessons, three-fold communications back-and-forth; the Japanese

team presented on the Ist, 3rd, 5th turns while the US side followed in turn on the 2nd, 4th

and 6th. For example, the HiGA students presented their version of “a Better Hiroshima

textbook,” then La Fetra students read and critically reviewed it in order to write their

version of “a Better Hiroshima textbook.” This revised version then goes to HiGA students

for them to review, comment and send back to La Fetra.

These processes become the dialogue between the children of La Fetra Elementary School

and Hiroshima Global Academy, using a textbook as a platform and medium. In their

exchange, they hopefully will go beyond classic “US narratives on Hiroshima” and
“Hiroshima narratives on Hiroshima” to construct a common narrative of “ours” on

Hiroshima.
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3. Notes from Japanese Principal & Practitioners

What We Can Do in Hiroshima, and Beyond
--- “No More Hiroshima” and beyond ---

Fumi Hayashi
Principal, Hiroshima Global Academy

Hiroshima Global Academy aims to nurture young people who will contribute to a better
future. Our school embraces the concept of “peace and sustainability” as a core principle.
Even before the school opened its doors, we discussed with Dr. Kusahara about developing
and sharing the various programs that help the youth to achieve world peace. This first
component of the series; dealing with the Atomic bombing and WWII in the form of a collabo-
rative textbook is a thrill every step of the way of the project.

Children never tire of wondering and questioning. Through the topic of peace, children are
faced with different value systems, and learn about various concepts and values. They may
even have questions such as “what is a textbook? what are they for?,” or “who are we
making this textbook for?,” or even “why are there so many differences between us?” These
questions are essential and keep children’ s heads spinning. They often make the learners
feel uneasy as there are no easy answers. Such intellectual discomfort is very precious,
because it marks the beginning of the deep inquiries that lead to clarity. We see the evidence
in our children working on this project right now; they have learned about themselves and the
world, then they venture on creating their own perspectives on peace. How promising!

My heartfelt thanks to Dr. Kusahara and the graduate students, and Rebecca sensei for
making such a wonderful opportunity to come true.

Reconstruction of the Values System

Kei Tokuda
Teacher, Hiroshima Global Academy

“The WWII couldn’ t be finished without the A-bomb.”

This was the line said by my Australian host father during my homestay. I was utterly shocked.
Having grown up in Hiroshima with peace education there, I had been taught that the atomic
bomb is a horrible weapon of mass destruction and had only brought much misery. It was as if
he praised the use of such ultimate evil. At first, I was simply infuriated with him saying so.
However, as we spent more time together, we had many discussions over the WWII, trying to
understand each other’ s values, until we finally came to respect each other’ s perspectives.
At that moment, I felt that my perspective on the use of the atomic bomb has altered.

In the “Co-creation of a better Hiroshima textbook” project, the participants seem to go
through a similar process. Both the American and Japanese students come with their original
ideas and perspectives about the role of the A-bomb in achieving peace, formed within the
narratives of his/her own country or communities. While working together, they encounter
different ideas. The students will be shaken when they discover the difference and conflict.
That is how we reconstruct or create a paradigm shift in our values system.
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4. Notes from US Principal & Practitioner

Glendora Unified School District

LA FETRA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

547 W. Bennett Ave., Glendora, CA 91741
Telephone: (626) 852-4566 Fax: (626) 852-4650
Marie Porcell, Principal

February 27, 2020

Dear Dr. Kusahara, Dr. Kim, and HiGA administrators and students,

Thank you for partnering with La Fetra fifth grade students in the project: A Better Hiroshima
Textbook. The historical research and textbook collaboration process has been an amazing
experience for our students and teachers. Through collaborative conversations and intellectual
discourse, our students have learned the value of investigating and lending credence to multiple
perspectives when examining historical events across national boundaries. Additionally, our
young scholars have developed critical thinking skills and historical empathy for Japanese
students whose lives have been greatly impacted by our nation’s pivotal decision to drop the first
atomic bomb that decimated the city of Hiroshima. The ability to take on different perspectives
is a higher level reasoning skill educators strive to develop in eager students. The collaborative
experience between our respective schools has ignited in our students a desire to question the
validity of historical accounts as reported in American textbooks and to seek out alternative
perspectives before making an argument in support of or against any particular idea or historical
account. And so, we celebrate the culmination of a wonderful partnership and invaluable
learning experience with the sincere hope that as opportunities arise, we may continue to partner
with young scholars from Japan and other nations in studying and rewriting history.

Yours in Education,

Marie Porcell

Principal
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Rebecca Valbuena
Teacher on Special Assignment, Elementary
Academic Coach
Glendora Unified School District
500 N. Loraine Ave.
Glendora, CA 91741

rvalbuena@glendora.k12.ca.us

March 7, 2020

Dear Dr. Kusahara, Dr. Kim, and HiGA administrators and students,

The “Making a Better Hiroshima Textbook” Project has been an incredible
experience for our students. The opportunity to learn about Hiroshima several
years before it formally appears in our state learning objectives reminds us how
capable students are in understanding controversial historical events along with
historical and current perspectives related to topics normally reserved for an older
learner. Researching WWII, reading the HiGA students’ text, and repeatedly
collaborating with them through the cycles of revision proved to be deep and

valuable learning.

Thank you for participating with us in this transformational experience. Our
students appreciated the academic discourse and are proud of the shared process in
the creation of the Hiroshima Textbook. As a byproduct of this project, our students
have learned to read other historical accounts and current news with a more critical
lens, considering the multiple perspectives involved and the word selection used by
authors. Understanding an author’s purpose is a skill that transcends every
curricular area and every aspect of engaged citizenry.

[ was honored for me to meet the HiGA students and teachers during my visit in
February. Our cross-continent connections have immeasurably enriched all of our

lives, professionally and personally. Ilook forward to continued collaboration.
With Gratitude,

Rebecca Valbuena
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| . Theoretical Background of the “Making a Better Hiroshima Textbook” Project

O &&13ElE (Collective Memory)
* Schwartz, B. (1982). The social context of commemoration: A study in
collective memory. Social forces, 6/(2), 374-402.

« LEZE (2019) TREOFIELY L THOSHWI—XE)— - RITY—DAH~N—,
AEEA - WEREMR TV, BECHEFZHAVET HEEFIIMEAZRAL,
fIZREY 55 —a RR : RIEE, pp. 183-209.

O BRMNEY ¥ L To#HFEE (Textbook as a symbol of national discourses)
* Apple, M. W. (2000). Official knowledge (2nd ed.). New York, NY: Routledge.

+ Carretero, M., Asensio, M., & Rodriguez-Moneo, M. (201 I'). History edu-
cation and the construction of national identities. Charlotte, NC: Information
Age.

* Phillips, R. (2000). Government policies, the state and the teaching of
history. In J. Arthur & R. Phillips (Eds.), Issues of history teaching (pp.|0-2
3). London: RoutledgeFarimer.

- AENRX (1998) TEIREZROHE) RR :0E7.

O HHENHEEM (The politics of textbook)
* Apple M. W., & Christian-Smith, L. (Eds.). (1991). The politics of the
textbook. New York, NY: Routledge.

« MAERA (2013) THAEMRYFVaFILER M) ——BEHEHEOREH 65—
KRR HEEE.

O #Z%EE & (Constructivism)
* Bruner, J. (1991). The narrative construction of reality. Critical inquiry, 18
(h, 1-21.

O EE%s#84 5L,/ TEERXEE, (Transnational Communication,”Authentic
Communication)
o tER " THER,) ERREBRKENDRAA—BBENFrLEERELETLYR
WHERIEDSC Yy BEEREEBHIC— THSFERZT. E£845, 20174,

. LEEK TAC B TEEAXNE) A AREREKE—HBENFrL %
FHRE LA TLYRVAFE - BEEZORMEOICY ) 256Ic— THESBEK
BH%a #1305, 20174, pp.l-12.

Otmy=w%rl F<EY DtEE (The difference on the descriptions about Hiroshima)
*  Kim, J., & Kusahara, K. (in press). What is the lasting impact of the use of
nuclear weapons during WWII in Japan?” , B. M. Maguth, & G. Wu. (Eds.),
Global Learning Based on the C3 Framework in the K-12 Social Studies
Classroom. New York, NY: Routledge.

« Schwenger, P., & Treat, J. W. (1994). America's Hiroshima, Hiroshima's
America. boundary 2, 21/(1), 233-253.
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2. The HiGA-version of “a Better Hiroshima Textbook”

Question: What message about the Atomic
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|

Left : Prefectural Industrial Promotion
Hall before the A-bombing

Air raid warning flyer dropped by B-29  Right : The ruin is called Atomic Bomb

Background

to the Atomic
Bombing

Dropping of

the Atomic
Bomb

EFEFRED-DRGEHIRLTVET

A drawing by the
survivor

Dome

Truman, then-US President at the time of the Pacific War,
wanted to end the war as quickly as possible. He felt that it
was his mission as President to use all the weapons
available in order to save lives of the American people.
From the Japanese perspective, there was an embargo on
oil which was crucial for the war. The clamour to declare
war against the US became louder, and on December 8t
1941 Japan attacked Pearl Harbor.

The US condemned it as blitz attack without warning .
“Remember Pearl Harbor” was made a slogan to unify the
nation. The US used the attack, as justification for the
atomic bombs against Japan in order to protect its citizens.

At 8:15 am on August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb was
dropped; aiming at the city center of Hiroshima. The
American bomber B-29 dropped the bomb which was
called “Little Boy.” The death toll rose to about 200,000
people within 5 years after the a-bombing.

A drawing “A River Filling up with People” was exhibited at
“the A-bomb Drawings for the Next Generation” hosted by
the Hiroshima Peace Museum. The survivor explained the
scene as follows:

“People fleeing from the bombing filled up the river. One
after another plunging into river, there was no stopping.”
This description explains the cruelty of the time back then.



Bomb should we send to the future generation?

EZFERENOBRBEHIRL TWET

Truman, then-US president at the

time of the Pacific War,

The Purpose of

A-Bombing:

American
Perspective

Leading up to
the Atomic
Bombing:

Japan’ s view

Potsdam Declaration

The US President believed he had achieved his mission
through the use of all possible weapons. Some American
advisors warned that massive casualties were likely if the
US used ground troops in an attack on Japan.

US government officials were aware that the Emperor
was the central figure in Japan. The President could not
ignore the populace who criticized and blamed the
Emperor for the war, demanding his dethronement.
Truman was told that the new weapons (atomic bombs)
were ready to be tested, and they were so potent that
Japan would be forced into unconditional surrender.

The Potsdam Declaration, released on July 26, 1945,
called upon Japan to surrender unconditionally. However,
Japan refused to accept; by striking at the US, and hoping
for a negotiated settlement, keeping territories and
people acquired during the war. This paved the way for
the sixth of August.



A boy who lost
hairs due to
acute radiation
syndrome

The Atomic
Bomb Scar

Nuclear

Weapons

the Manhattan Project

Duration About 3 years
200 million
Budget dollars
Number of About 500
el million people
involved peop

ZFREEREDOREEZHRLTVET

The Atomic Bomb dropped to
Hiroshima: “Little Boy”

The people in Hiroshima fell victim to the atomic bomb
and suffered terrible damage caused by heat rays, blast
and exposure to nuclear radiation. The temperature of the
hypocenter reached close to 7,232 F, burning skin to
internal organs. Buildings collapsed through blast damage,
and Many people died with in a couple of days and weeks
underneath.

The dust whirled up by the mushroom cloud brought
radioactive materials back to the ground of Hiroshima,
some with rain. People exposed to radiation developed
various nuclear illnesses such as leukemia, and many
victims are still suffering after-effects. Moreover, the
Hibakusha (nuclear victims) have faced discrimination in
various aspects of their lives. The atomic bomb left a huge
scar on Hiroshima.

The atomic bomb detonated in this war was developed by
American scientists who worked in the top-secret
“Manhattan Project.” This weapon of mass destruction was
designed to utilize nuclear reactions and to cause intense
heat rays, blast and radiation. The radiation induced after-
effects caused the survivors to suffer for long time. (see the
section above)

Nuclear arms are weapons of mass destruction, and they
pose great threat to many countries. For this reason, some
states use them as a deterrent. The atomic bombing of
Hiroshima was used by the U.S. to end the war faster . Even
today, various nuclear testing and development continues,
creating the victims worldwide.

Suggested Goals of This Textbook: To know the fact
about the war, to eliminate current conflicts and wars,
peace in the future
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Reconstruction

along Peace Boulevard
Left . Right after the war
Right : Present

Reconstruction

of Hiroshima

An Excerpt from a Diary
by Hiroko Kajiyama

“..that battered Industrial
Promotion Hall will forever
testify the horror of the

atomic bomb to the
world.”

Hope for

Peace

ZREREN-DHBRBEHIRLTWVWET
ZEEREDNT- O
BZEHIBRLTWVWET

Then-President Obama Visiting
Hiroshima in 2016

People believed not even a weed would grow back in
Hiroshima for 70 years. After the war, there was a co-
ordinated effort by Hiroshima prefecture and citizens to
plant trees and grasses.

Dr. Schmoe was a American researcher; who designed,
built and donated housing for the A-bomb victims.
Moreover, various countries offered donations and
material to help reconstruct Hiroshima.

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and Park in the
city center were created based on the Reconstruction Plan.
There was public pressure to preserve the A-Bomb Dome.
This was fostered by an excerpt from a diary by Ms. Hiroko
Kajiyama, who was one year old when bombed and died at
sixteen. In 1958, the Hiroshima Reconstruction Expo was
held for the world to see how Hiroshima was rebuilt after
the destruction.

Hiroshima City holds the Peace Memorial Ceremony on
August 6t every year. Near the A-Bomb Dome, we see the
flowers in bloom as well as many paper cranes donated
from all over the world signifying the universal hope for
peace.

In our survey about peace and nuclear weapons, many
international visitors answered that “I don’t want the
same evil to be repeated” and “want to pursue what is
good for peace.”

The atomic bomb has severely affected the lives of
Hibakusha (survivors). In order to ensure that their
experiences are remembered by future generations, they
continue to share through various activities.

about the A-bomb, to understand the perspectives
and to think about the things we can do for creating



E £ 20195E(ERIIFEE)NYE $FIF4—F

BRE #E B EK RS, Td B8—, &1 #F UL, LEREFE)
BR fofE, & 8 (KL, LEXFE)
NRBE, €S K3, @A B, FFR fold, IR ER, HE 8B,
BAY ), % EH, @ &F, EH B, B 905, ER BT
(KL, EBERFEKRFRL)
o
1) BEEDF+T>a>h "aMBEBRTRELLZTE L, AV FHLTIETAME TEE
RIFDE LRBIN TN, ZOREFRL, REE CIBERINAL,
2) BENFvTYarn 201 6F0A/NTAGEANLBHR L, )P FILTIE20165F
DFFoE BRHE ) LEREIN TN COBEFRL, REB CTBEEMAL,

S AL

- B-290 B LR TFEES
B EARK—LR—Y https://www.pref.gifu.lg.jp/kyoiku/bunka/bunkazai/2 | 4
02/siryosen/siryou_sen/ | 4-kuusyu-yokokubira.html

- BTRIORERN—4 (LBREREME) , R TERVREN—A4
5 SRIGBENLIERT AN https://www.hiroshima-navi.or.jp/post/006276.html

© ML= K#%%E
J14F X747 https://jo.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%8F%E3%83%AA%E3%S
3%BCY%E3%83%BBSHE3%83%BBWE3%33%38%E3%33%ABWE3%33%B
CHE3%83%IENE3I%83%B3

- KYTLEE
AEF A X2 https://saionji.seikatsusha.me/wp-content/uploads/2015/1 | /ima
ges.jpg

- WRE O\
5B Fe REMEE http://hpmmuseum.jp/modules/xelfinder/index.php/view/ |
833 /motomachi_bo oklet.pdf

- RMRARETBRELLER
5B FFt REMEE http://hpmmuseum.jp/modules/exhibition/index.php?action
=ItemView&item_id=4&lang=jpn

C LB TINARFEET) MLR—,
5B FFe REMEE http://hpmmuseum.jp/modules/exhibition/index.php?action
=ItemView&item_id=9&lang=jpn

- KR OIFE DR F (15 B X FLBEF)
5B F Rt RERE http://www.pcf.city.hiroshima.jp/virtual /VirtualMuseum_j/
exhibit/exh0907 /exh090709.html

- FhoKRYDEEORTF (FRIE)
EOy < FfaAT 179 — http://www.hiroshimapeacemedia.jp/?p=39592

+ 201 6FEDF /T RIENDL B
INTIRZB https://www.huffingtonpost.jp/2016/06/0 | Jwho-wrote-presidents-
speech_n_10251370.html



FE| HiGAREHEDFlkiiz

- Weteun, - .
o U
#eiiny “ﬂ’“:‘-—“”‘“ mabﬁ;'ﬁ*"
e GEE
i im“ ?“‘.‘l“.Am_- g ‘j;:"’!* K




3. LaFetrahk® T& Y BV EOY2HFEE,

BEZROVEL XKk ZTAEI A S

EfEREDN LD EZFERED D
BRIZZHIFRL TWET BRIRZHIRRL TWET

B RIGADHEII\N-5EH1?

E_RERKEIE, ABLOF THLL- BB REE LA MRHE (FYV-49)7-BAR) LEESE (1F)
2 TAYAVETNEF - TS R)BTHOIDESEIE, |939FERAVDR—S5>RERTHEYELAEZAFYR
Y7V, FAVICHLEERAE 2 LELAZ. BRAOMEMIBERTOEEEMETNEL, 24032005 E>
1941 F, 7A)VADEEIBMLILE REP, 7AVAOR FEZIHRMOBRFIEFEEAELI LA FA
VITTICESLTEY, 3—av/ R TIIEIRMRREOBEL TVELAE 7YV 7T EN T L KRVTEY,

AVAEBEBRICEBRERDELAZTA)VAIIBERANDEZEEREEZEZ TV DO TTAREDOO DY, 7 A H B
SR FIREOR T 2RI, 1945F8R 68, EBICHRTINAIBERIL, BEIHAERELVITEDHIEED
FHLELABRNLBICHALLAEVDEVWEHELTBELAICL DS T, 3BRICIETSICRIFICR FIREE
NIETIN, TR REIEL*L50F L,

RFREOMREREDLIIC, REEILRONEDN?

BEENBRFIRELOKBEOICNELESEBHND S, TILN— - TALa 940 FEZHLELE BT IR
BMORBNTEBLROVERIE, L—IANILIRKEICFREES, RIRBIOVWTEAZLAE ZORER,IL—X
NILME, BRFBREICOWTHELEREITIC/ \WWICHEBERUL ETEL A BMORFBRHEOERII= 2
—AXTOANWETHEIRhNELEIEFIE, TNTKEIS8,000hHYNDE ALBET, BULLELWVEBIEY
BRAEBDOEEEHT I BEINIL L ML RKFELEIIZORBORELZEACT, THROESROF T
EEDIFEBEEABL LIS EETE L TVWET,



EZFERED-HRBEHIRL TVWET

BRFRENBRADEEIL?

I945F8R 6B, RFBRBIILBICKRTINEILA SRR ITEMBOIO N -2 bR, BER T80,000
AERLELF E 7, AR BIRICLY, ZTDIES5FEMTI120,000 A0 eHEVELA.38EZICIE, 2EBNR
FRENREICEDL, 80,000 AEKNDARERLELEZ RFIEEIL, BRICIZBREEOHIEDNIINIC, KEIC
DEEZREBHISITHLLELLELA BMIARIRAURCHBROBEEZL L, £/, E0N65 40 »7Y, Mg
B, BRE- B0k, BENA Y, BRFEECIITILAEARUERE LI SRLILEZNTTY,

QYR AHFIREDLS ICREINTVWEHN?

LBLREBANDRBERTIE, HRPTCIEITILAEN»SOEBRENLINTEY, HRICE->TEREOINS D
BRoTWET . BRIIES L BEFREZRBLAE —DE TT. BEEZZIARIE, AL FITEBTSZD
TR, BHOBERBICH=EZ2ENEETT. 201 6FI2E, AN RGEE»TLEBEEHRBL, 71 F£85], 20
YORWEASVE, EALENEVRY, HRIILE - v BRFLARIBER TR, AB2HBLEMDO KX
AL BARAZRNICERELADTT REEBICIEREET, U TOLIIIHOKKLKY F LA, THRITTZTTK
BICHDH->TLESHE UL LESE, ZOHDFLCLEIETIFROP, BHEESITTVWE,RALEVWILESI . X
NIEFY, F-FELLEBEILEASZMENHLLDE . ZNZZH, AN BUVRSEZILDTESZEARTHY, E
OYRETAHHEINKEEORPITLL T TR, AMALGOEEEICBEREDALE->NITELTEVWEIINS L
e kKDL,

ZiL) BEBUILERDEEID?

20177878, BE#EIIZEBZ L RO ERIRLEILASIAENFHUICELLTWETH, 7A) ALY BAIE
—EYY,FEEBLZLTVICA 70— NNILEBARYLT, AEMIEEZBIEMEINLLD), MbldFr>o—
CERITANETLIIN?EBEORELS, MABIIMAE*ZIDTLLIN?HWBEDELH VALY, BESIC
DUVWTHAREY,ZFLAYT 2R T, A AbIIABICHTIREBOBEEIIODVWTREZZ N TEET K
ARL,RETEHMEOHZELEDOTLLINT?



REDLEDRFIL?

LB, 11 2AANECEERTOVOEDTITJLENDARIE, RFBHRICLI->TEMNALFITR-ELZLES
NTEVWELEAREN LI, XKOERICRBOEBIZGEAZEIBLLTHEAELTVWET . EF8H6
B, B FRES AR TRAALMELIVEIT . TR FREZ2HALITET . ZOHIE, RLTENT,
IR BN EEHEHRICKR IONEEILERBELTVWSEDOTTY,

EFEREN-HRBEHIRL TVET

REFREINEVRERDESIN?

REPRERABRIIEENDHSEITMELTVET, |I45FOBKBICL2BHUELEETI-ONERECREMES
HYUET L, CORNBIIEEDEBED-DEITOBAATIEIH) I A MR, ZEBORGEEVEIEEY 25T,
LEFERZANEIL, 70— NI 2HTHY, tRERICAITAEANBRER Y BWVERIIEZY 250 TY,

EFRREN-OBRBZEHIRL TWVWETY EFRFED OB EHIRL TVEY






3. The La Fetra-version of “a Better Hiroshima Textbook”

REMEMBER THE PAST. CREATE THE FUTURE.
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WHAT LEAD TO THE ATTACK ON HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI?

World War Il was the deadliest war in all of human history. It was fought between the Axis Powers
(Germany, Italy, Japan) and the Allied Powers (Britain, United States, Soviet Union, France). The war
started in 1939 when Germany invaded Poland. Great Britain and France responded by declaring war on
Germany. The United States entered the war in 1941 when Japanese airplanes attacked a navy base in Pearl
Harbor killing 2403 people. During the course of the war, American scientists developed the first atomic
bomb. Germany had already surrendered and World War Il in Europe was over. The war in Asia continued
and the United States wanted Japan to surrender. The United States contemplated an invasion of Japan.
Instead of an invasion, the United States government decided to drop the atomic bomb. On August 6,
1945, the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima causing unprecedented devastation. Despite witnessing the
terrible destruction of the bomb on Hiroshima, another atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki three days
later, causing again, complete devastation.

HOW AND WHY WAS THE ATOMIC BOMB DEVELOPED?

Albert Einstein came up with many of the theories that helped scientists make the atomic bomb. When
he realized such a bomb could be made, he wrote a letter to President Roosevelt telling him about the
atom bomb. As a result, Roosevelt set up the Manhattan Project, the research and development
program for the atomic bomb. The first atomic bomb was tested in the New Mexico desert. The
explosion was massive and equivalent to 18,000 tons of TNT. It would cause mass destruction and
death. When President Truman heard of the bomb he wrote, “We have discovered the most terrible
bomb in the history of the world.”
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WHAT WERE THE EFFECTS OF THE ATOMIC BOMB ON JAPAN?

On August 6, 1945 an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan. The explosion wiped out 9o percent
of the city. It immediately killed 80,000 people and within five years killed 120,000 more due to radiation
exposure. Three days later, the second atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki and also killed nearly 80,000
people. Besides the immediate devastation caused by the explosion, the atomic bomb caused lasting
trauma. Radiation caused illnesses and blood injuries, unhealed scars and scar tissue, cataracts,
Leukemia, cancers, chromosome changes and various birth defects.

HOW ARE HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI REMEMBERED?

The bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are remembered differently with each generation and are
understood from various perspectives around the world. Japan is the only country in history to have
experienced atomic bombings. It is important to all who study history to learn from multiple sources and
to learn more than just statistics. In 2016, President Obama visited Hiroshima and said ,“Seventy-one
years ago, on a bright cloudless morning, death fell from the sky and the world was changed.” He
delivered a speech to the Japanese people and was the first president to visit Hiroshima since the
bombings. Laying a wreath of flowers on a memorial, closed by saying, “The world was forever changed
here, but today the children of this city will go through their day in peace. What a precious thing that is. It
is worth protecting, and then extending to every child. That is a future we can choose, a future in which
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are known not as the dawn of atomic warfare but as the start of our own moral
awakening.”

INVESTIGATION TIME: ARE NUCLEAR WEAPONS NECESSARY?

On July 7, 2017, the United Nations adopted the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Fifty-nine
countries have signed the treaty, but the United States and Japan are two countries that have not signed it.
As a global community, should we continue the campaign so that weapons of mass destruction are
eliminated? What can we learn from the history of Hiroshima? As we listen to survivors, research, and talk
about nuclear weapons, we can reflect upon their impact on human beings. Are they worth having?



WHAT IS HIROSHIMA LIKE TODAY?

Hiroshima is a major urban center and home to about 1.12 million people. The people of Hiroshima have
not forgotten the fact that their city was once transformed into rubble by an atomic bomb. The A-bomb
Dome stands as a monument to tell future generations about the tragedy of the atomic bomb. Every year
on August 6, Hiroshima holds a ceremony in Peace Memorial Park. The mayor reads a Peace Declaration.
The city is determined to remember and remind the world the importance of lasting peace.

EFEREZEOOHBREEHIRL TWET

WHY IS THE PEACE MEMORIAL PARK IMPORTANT?

The Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park is located in downtown Hiroshima. There are memorials and
monuments honoring the victims of the nuclear attack in 1945. But the park is more than a memorial to
the dead. It is a reminder to the world of the horrors of nuclear weapons. The park is a global symbol and
reminder to strive for world peace.

EFEREN-ODRBEHIRL TVWET EFERED-DRBEHIRL TVWET




Z # 5th Graders at La Fetra Elementary School, Glendora, CA

{5H# Rebecca Valbuena
Glendora Unified School District in Los Angeles County,
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There are many other countries in the world exposed to radiation by the nuclear
weapons, mainly in the name of “nuclear testing.” Therefore, the text should
read “Japan is the only country who was attacked by nuclear weapon during the
war.” Strictly speaking, however, the US was also heavily contaminated in 1945
by the nuclear test at the Trinity site. The civil movement demands for the
recognition of the suffering.
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As of March 2019, eighty-one countries have signed the Treaty, and thirty-five
countries have ratified it.
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I. The Outline of “Making a Better Hiroshima Textbook” Project

Oct 2019-Feb 2020 (Total 6rounds, 10 class hours/each school)

Round 1 (6h) Round 3 (3h) Round 5 (1h)

Textbook

Third
Position
Paper

First Second
The First Version Position Position
Paper Paper

The Revised Version
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2. The First Position Paper in Round 3 : From HiGA to La Fetra

Jan | Ith 2020

Position Paper

Comment: We would like to learn from you to write the text for the readers who
haven’ tlearned Hiroshimayet.

For example:-*

You included a description about “the Allies” or “the United Nations” to provid
| | e the readers some global perspectives. We thought it is important when writing the
text to keep in our mind that there are needs among learners who are not yet
familiar with the fopics.

Because:**

Textbooks are for us to learn something we do not know. So the authors should also
take a perspective of those who have not yet learned the material.

Comment: Would you please tell us why you chose to write as such?

For example:+-

Your description “On August 6, 1945 an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima,
Japan” appeared vague to us; it stands as neutral between US and Japan. our
version writes “the US dropped atomic bombs to Hiroshima on August 6th, and fo
Nagasaki on August Fth.”

Why did you choose to write “On August 6, 1945 an atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima, Japan” while you could have chosen to say ‘the US dropped the
bomb’ or ‘the atomic bomb was dropped to Japan® ?

Comment: Please justfy yourself; what is the perspective of the United States?
What is social justice that you think of?

For example:-+

You wrote “the United Nations has approved the Treaty of Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons on July 7, 2017” .

Because:**

The United States has not supported the TPNW. However, the way you wrote can
be misleading, giving impression as if the US has agreed to ban nuclear weapons.
Maybe it was written so with your hopes. If so, we believe it is better to write
separately the opinions of the US and yourselves.

Our HiGA textbook contains sentences to justify the opinions and viewpoint of
Japan. From your sentence quoted above, we felt that you are also in support of
abolishing nuclear weapons. However, we also know that the United States claims
that atomic bombing was to save lives of the American citizens. We would like you fo
provide the rationales to justify such argument if you know any.

Comment: We would also like to include “How we can support” .

For example:-*

We were impressed with your sentence, “we can learn the history of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, listen to survivors, and talk about nuclear weapons reflecting upon their
real, unacceptable impact on human beings, ” and thought we could revise ours.




Because-**

We thought it was such a good idea that you students of La Fetra Elementary
School came up with what we can do, and spelled out those actions to include in
your textbook. We would like to add the similar line to ours as well. Those sentences
will help us to recognize that the war is not somebody else’ s business but our
own’ s.

However, there was this one part that we pose you a question with. You wrote “On
July 7, 2017, the United Nations adopted the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons. Fifty-nine countries have signed the treaty.” In fact, nor the US or
Japan has signed that treaty yet. So, we thought it would be more fitting to move
these sentences to other section of the textbook.

Comment: We would like to clarify the aim of writing the textbook and your target
readers.

For example:-+

In our writing task, we set our target readers as future generation, and pondered
how we can tell them about the atomic bombing. Also, we decided to clearly note
what we as the authors set as aims and goals in this textbook.

As we read your textbook, we found the chapter title “REMEMBER THE PAST”
indicates that you actually value the present and how you think toward future. There-
fore, it will become even better if you clearly communicate your aim and messages.
Moreover, we suggest you set detailed target audience, who you want to convey it
to, then your textbook will be clearer, easy to read. with.

Comment: Please reconsider your premise of abolishing nuclear weapons.

For example:-*

We would like you to revise the section “How can we stop spreading the nuclear
weapons?”

Because-**

We want this textbook to invite readers into further discussion about the atomic
bomb. Through discussion we hope that they examine the values and meanings of
the nuclear weapons. Everybody has different views on nuclear weapons. We have
come to know that some people think that the nuclear weapons formulate or protect
peace while others regard peace can be achieved by the absence of nuclear
weapons. We want our readers to take up the opportunity to re-evaluate the
nuclear weapons as well. Therefore, we suggest that you should rephrase this
section, such as “Do we really need to stop nuclear weapons from spreading in the
world?” , etc. instead.

Comment: We liked and wish to incorporate the section where you referred to the
present, the current opinions found today.

For example:-*

A section with your heading “How are Hiroshima and Nagasaki remembered? ”
describes how people of today regard these facts.

Because--*

You made us reailzed that we only mentioned the past, how the Americans or the
Japanese back then regarded the atomic bomb. We would like to learn from you to
make reference to the present, too.




Comment: We noticed that you chose to introduce different figures of casualities
from ours. These numbers may give our readers different impressions. Please
explain why.

For example:-*

You wrote “It immediately killed 80,000 people the later killed tens of thousands
more people because of radiation exposure. On August 9, 1945 the second atomic
bomb dropped on Nagasaki and also killed nearly 80,000 people ” (p.2 L2). How
many years after the bombing do you refer when you say “/ater” ? And why did
you choose to describe in such ways?

Because-**

Our Japanese textbook wrote “Within 5 years from the attack, around 200,000
people have died” (p.l L16-17). We wonder why you rather used the figure of
the immediate deaths. How did you think of it, our dear students of La Fetra Elemen-
tary School?

Comment: We would like you to include a description about how the US regards its
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

For example:-:

You wrote “How can we stop spreading the nuclear weapons?” . It suggests us
that you may have a negative attitude tfowards the use of nuclear wepons. We also
want to read how you regard the atomic bombings in 1945, Hiroshima on August
6th and Nagasaki on August 9th. Do you think if those were the right decision?
Because-**

Recently the world embraces more and more awareness for peace, and the
negative attitude foward nuclear weapons is more prevalent. We would like to hear
your genuine opinion on the use of atomic boms in order to put an end to the war.
What is your take, dear students of La Fetra Elementary School?

Comment: We recommend to question the values of the nuclear weapon itself.

For example--*

“How can we stop the spreading of nuclear weapons?”
Because-**
We believe that we do not need any nuclear weapons, but we also learned that
some countries are protected by the presence of nuclear weapons. How can we
eliminate the nuclear weapons completely? For that we need once again to
question the meaning and values attached to the nuclear weapons. It seems that
you think you don’ t need nuclear weapons, but your country America has not yet
support the nuclear weapons ban treaty. Those things are to be considered when
questioning. We are hoping to abolish nuclear weapons.
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- HiGAMRE:
Thank you. We think we need some information about United Nations too. That will
make the textbook easier to understand for kids.
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Thank you for reading!!! I'm really glad you agree our opinion. I want to write like
that!
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- HiGAMRE:

We are so glad you guys thought very positive for our opinions. However, we have
one suggestion about your opinion. You suggested us “remember the past and
imagine the future” but, we thought “remember the past and create future” is
much better, because we are the leader of make better world in the future.
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Thank you for your response and you agreed our response!
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The Third Position Paper in Round 5 : From HiGA to La Fetra

Feb 8th 2020

Position Paper

La Fetra’s Response to Group |:

Yes, when we write a textbook for students our age, we need to include a lot of
background knowledge. We feel we explained who the “Allies” were. We will
explain the UN more clearly.

- HiGA’s Response:
Thank you. We think we need some information about the United Nations too. That
will make the textbook easier to understand for kids.

La Fetra’s Response to Group 2:

The sentence before does state that “President Truman decided to drop the
atomic bomb.” But we understand your point and will be less vague in terms of
owning what the US did.

- HiGA’s Response:

Thank you for your response. We think that “atomic bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima" is better than “The atomic bomb was dropped in Hiroshima by
America president Truman.” or “America dropped the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima” because it connects to  “impartiality” that textbooks should have.

La Fetra’s Response to Group 3:

We can see that this can be misleading. It is our hope (more of a call to action)
to have all countries sign the TPNW. We discussed that our opinions should not
appear in a textbook, so we will revise to include a POV insert, sharing pro/con
positions so reader can make own determination.

- HiGA’s Response:

Thank you for your response! We also think that describing both sides’
opinions on TPNW in the textbook, instead of individual’ s views, is helpful for
students to deepen their thoughts on it. So, we agree with your opinion.

La Fetra’s Response to Group 4:

We are glad you like our inclusion of a call to action. We wanted to end with our
final words of wisdom. And yes, we agree that we need to clarify that the US
has not signed the TPNW.

- HiGA’s Response:

Thank you for reading!!! I’ m really glad you agree with our opinion. I want to
write like that!

However, there was this one part that we pose you a question with. You wrote “On




July 7, 2017, the United Nations adopted the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons. Fifty-nine countries have signed the treaty” . In fact, nor the US or
Japan has signed that treaty yet. So, we thought it would be more fitting fo move
these sentences to other section of the textbook.

La Fetra’ s Response to Group 5:

We agree that we can write our aim/enduring understanding in our text so the
reader is fully aware of the learning goal. Some of us think that it is implied. We
would like to add: “Remember the past. Imagine the future.”

- HiGA’s Response:

We are so glad you guys thought very positively about our opinions. However,
we have one suggestion about your opinion. You suggested “Remember the
past. Imagine the future.” But, we thought “Remember the Past. Create
Future” is much better, because we are the leader of making the world better
in the future.

La Fetra’ s Response to Group 6:

We agree that we should present multiple perspectives regarding nuclear
weapon. We got carried away when we learned about the mass destruction they
cause to humans and our planet. We know that in writing a textbook our stance
should be more neutral. Thank you for the reminder. Textbooks should provide
all sides and the readers should be encouraged to make their own conclusion.
We think we might want a pro/con section that sets up a student debate.

- HiGA’s Response:
We totally agree with your opinions. We also think that, through debating,
students can understand how other people think and deepen their learning.

La Fetra’s Response to Group 7:

We are proud that you like the section on how Hiroshima and Nagasaki are
remembered. We want readers to consider how this learning is relevant to the
present.

- HiGA’s Response:

Thank you for your response and, also, thank you for agreeing with our
response! We also thought that, as you wrote down in your Hiroshima textbook,
understanding how Hiroshima and Nagasaki are remembered is important. If we
throw a question to audiences about how what happened in the cities relates to
the present, it would be better.

La Fetra’ s Response to Group 8:
We can now see that the way we described the statistics of deaths is  “soft.”
Your accuracy is much better and we will revise ours. We realize that we are




products of our less detailed, American-centric books that are written to make
the devastation sound less horrific.

- HiGA’s Response:

We agree with your opinion on pursuing the correct number of casualties. How-
ever, the period to measure the casualties is different between the Japanese
textbook and the American textbook. How about adding both numbers in the
textbook to make it more impartially?

La Fetra’s Response to Group 9:

We, personally, are adamantly opposed to nuclear weapons of mass
destruction. We feel that the atomic bombs should not have been used, even
though the intention was to end the war. We realize we cannot state our opinion
in a textbook because textbooks are specifically written to provide nonbiased in
formation. We do think we can present facts and encourage the reader to think,
debate and reach a personal decision of their own.

- HiGA’s Response:

With your suggestion, we could think the world where accept each other’ s
individual opinion, instead of the world where making a judgment based on a
country’ s opinion, is more important. We hope to realize the non-nuclear
world, too.

La Fetra’s Response to Group | 0:

We are the future voters. We hope to create change so that the US signs the
treaty when our generation is in charge. We hope to use our knowledge to
encourage others our age to learn about Hiroshima, nuclear weapons, and what
we can do to ensure peace in the future. We can’ t defend something we
don’ t know about. We can’ t protect something we don’ 1 understand. We
hope to educate ourselves and others so that one day, when we are in
leadership positions, we can fight for peace, protect our planet and abolish
nuclear weapons.

- HiGA’s Response:

We agree with your opinion. However, the expression “We can’ t protect some
thing we don’ t understand.” could cause misunderstanding that we will not
protect something that we don’ t know. How about refining the sentence for
preventing misunderstanding?
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