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Survey of orientation and mobility training in a special
needs school for student with visual impairments.

Kazuhito UJIMA
Hiroshima University

Azusa UESHIRO
Kagawa Pref. School for the Deaf

This research aims at investigating how the orientation and the mobility training are carried out in
special needs schools for visual impairments throughout Japan, especially referring to the orientation for
children suffering from low-vision and multiple disabilities, which has not drawn enough attention. We
received 532 valid responses from the nationwide special needs schools for visual impairments. Comparing the
students receiving the mobility training, 132 were blind, while 118 had low-vision. The number of blind
students was significantly larger compared to those with low-vision, in the comparison of students receiving
the mobility training. A significantly large number of students receiving the training on the railway platform
for getting on and off the train answered that they had never felt scared of falling on the railroad track. It is
assumed that carrying out the mobility training can be effective in freeing the students on the platform or
getting on and off the train from becoming scared. Regarding the 532 respondents, the number of children
suffering from multiple impairments was 247. Among them, 118 needed white sticks while walking and the
youngest children were in the second grade of primary school. They had zero to 20/50 vision. The number of
children with low-vision or multiple impairments who received the mobility training was smaller compared to

those with blindness, which, according to the result of the questionnaire, was caused by the lack of trainers.

Keywords: special needs school for students with visual impairment, orientation and mobility training, low-
vision, multiple disabilities





