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“Hi," Sayuri managed. She didn't think of herself as shy, but this being a “new kid" was
simply awful.

“Sah yee eee?” Sidney wrinkled her nose. Her voice was a hiss of scorn. Like she was talking
through a mouthful of razor blades. “What kind of name is that?”

Sayuri’'s face burned painfully. A dry rock in her throat. Kick butt, she thought.

“I beg your pardon,” Sayuri said icily. “Your accent is atrocious. It's Sa-yu-ri. Equal emphasis
on all syllables. Roll the r.” (49)
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My desire is to write stories that are diverse on multiple platforms. So, of course, diversity in
terms of identity-based constructs, but I'm also thinking not only about what we story, but
how we story. One of the things that has bothered me about a lot of children’s and youth
literature is the rather doggedly fixed depictions of “good” and “evil” as simple binaries. I
think this tendency arises from Christianity and the history of morality-based literature
written for the edumacation of young minds... . But, in fact, “good” and “evil” are not distinctly
experienced; the human condition (youthful and adult) is complex and muddy. So I've written
stories that don't replicate that “classic heroic” model. .. Northrup)
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Fi2. TV EBHRTHE 72 N, BFINTEDLBICESZKOFEATIEE
LV KROBFEATHDLZENRDBIZDOD Do AMEMIZBWT [K] X84 My MRk K] 12
BEIND L) HELRERNINENTWS, [K] 3 EGELZDHAOETERHL.
FbzRTIens (7)) —R678), K] PHPIHEFAL VI MBI LERERF > TWLED
R L. EOBRERY, RKTRINEA XA =V 25 8NAEAICH S, ) ErfY
BB STV INDPKOFATH LI LIE, B e %bTFLELHIL, Z0XH% [K] @
FOH B RA A=V e Feb0LE 257,

3 ROMEZBEOERE

Db X512 EAB OS5 HROMRE~N‘E, BEDOAY LI EIZH 5HDFD
FTHhorVv~vr e ilian, BRELEHLIBELOKICH S O7ZH5 fROEH TS
M7= 512D ENEFNEELLHIG- 2 5N TWb, KBIZbfith/z25, H2) 28k TH S S fib
B, $hbbF A0 F AL LAy oz a—d, [F XOHEHS LOESEMV] 07 F,
NAY. TAFTVEBEBRDLIENTE S, [FAOFHES LRV BT 5 ZAD)RD
FATHIZDWTIZREA BRIERD 2 SN TV EAY. FA 72E T2 d 7 A A AICWES)
%y AT (FA TR 213) T [IUAHERCHEDOEIAM LE] (213) MR MEEHETH L K-
AP TS PICHRETH L4 (213) ZBHWIZHI TV D EBRXTW D, fENIZ, ik
ZHHL A AT, BT FORID b, BEADSHKLWT A+ v L ZzoE %
HATH5IDTIEARL, FRY—LOBEREZEBELTHSHGORICHG LML o7z )
DBTLA Do LIZRKDI L £ LTHRMEMIIE, ZNENZ XTIV FOM, HOEMAGE
- b b HROEELE L L,

—HT VYT - T—ATHTFOSEEZ T VLR LTLLATELRVS v /SO T a—IT,
FELEFTHCEB LS, fRIEHAMERE IS ) Z A TET, LHERRMMHEBIZ
BOBLTHBT L. T4bb[2a—] 325200 ABEELTVWLERLIENTE S,
2 T+ ADOFEES LWEEMV] offfl7zb0 X 5128 FF a0 fEiIcE»rz A% %
KLTwb, $/720 AMOTF2ROXFYRADOIFHAIZ, 77/ 0V =04 BET HIESIC
BT, MERLARIEID 22T 2ENETOHFOMEY [F 74 | 20T etk z 2 A
TWBANDOEGEARTODOELTHRIASIEHTELES ),

F72 [ ZOFEHES LOEEMEV] B 2ZA0MTEbId, EICHBETHY, e D
N2 TR LT 0k, ZRENZRBAOMM Z/HTH, POy —BKIG 5 T THF
DFETB. LA L. [WEEOK] I2BWT, #y 230z a—3F Y 2 ORI & > THEE
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BTSN, BICIRGET B v RO/NBRIZ, Y EF AL ZEZELBTEVIEY VT A%
B3 (173-76) ZZ121F. B SIIESFRPHIUCETANLLOTH ), 22 THEERLT:
DIZFEY Y bR nE W) ABOBIVWHNHZRER L TWA ESZ 5D TIRRWEES ) Hy

4 ARAXFEBZXAER

— T REORBICEIPNIZHHFICBNT, TP HFFEFERSL=2—-I—-F  FD
T F )OS B PEOBRICL v PR LEBRRTWE N (318) #METHIEBEET
bbo HERL, AMEMIIHAANDEMRPEHZ ZITH ST F—DHRANE LTOAFWT A
TYTATABHPNTOLWEETHLH FARFICHF 5L =2 —Y—F ¥ FOEMERIIEN
DEVHBEDLRON, TN L6 FTEMICBEEZRIZILTWAEELRA LT ENTE LN
L5Thb,

9. A F Y RERO ALK S NYili & L ThIve 74 VERTIRO BT
Y Exa—=Pinsz s XF oI ThoMED 7 —Z - @ ¥ (the Earth Lodge of the
Mountain’s Blood Clan) | (144) 2585 Twb, ZOFIIEFLHARGFETH Y, ¥4 VL
e, THAMHELRoTLE o7 [4 XX DK% 5B (the Great Mother of Tanuki) | b %
L LT, ZOEROMBIILT OMEY TH %,

Thirty, forty adult tanuki sat round the fire, preparing food, whispering and giggling. Kits
tumbled about, hiding behind the pillars that supported the roof. The tanuki children stared
with glinting eyes from the dark edges of the great circular abode. Sayuri looked upward. The
sod “ceiling” was supported by a hexagon of timbers. The firepit snapped with a clean and
bright orange flame. Beams, four meters above their heads, circled around like the spokes of a
bicycle wheel and a wisp of smoke snaked up, up. To escape out the small hole in the ceiling.
(144-45)

CORETHINTVWE Y XFOT—A - Oy JIZOWTIE, HRDEHRWRE L 7 F 5%
HBROIAL, 2 F VILKRORERBEHWOERLARL L2 HTES 72 F— A BOERIE TV
Lozt BRENTWVS (318-19), HATIX, EOEIRER, LOERISERBEN, L H
DL ERODICERZINTEHROBARKETFIEVDDEEZ bb, 2T K ZIY |
FEETEMREZ, GLATHEZZAZWMED, FRICFZE RN ZERETH S, 72,
HFFRAERICE o TR, HRTEWEZ KD, SIS HZFL72DIBH LA EST 20
W2y F=2Mo7 v Mo X ) ZliBHHEREARESDThH o7z, EHIT, ZOHEFEWIMMER
MIZY ¥ = = A2 2G0T 5 ERPEXZITV, RICEOHELCLEHOR LM T 5720
OMBLRGFITLH o7z LEORHIZEYT 55 2 F0u v VI HAL & eERbAH
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FIZHE L2 T, T —ORERTUEANORCEFE HATN S, T —iF, 2/EHOR
M [y 8- Fx A0V K] (The Kappa Child, 2001) 1BV T, HRBRTH 55E0 F L.
HRANE A FFHRAEROEBEMOY = 5V F (Gerald) &V DELORHAERH TS, 22
bbb, HAZ V=V L35 T b —HEPEERICBEIERRHER L > TV I L by
%o TLTC, BHEROERNZHERZHARDORGTITHI T2 4 X FOFERICHEEHRZ SN T
52 Lid. AFTTHFTEBICEIPNIBERE BRAZBEOMT, F otz 241,
Tr—HHORBOEDY 23R8 T 5 EbERL TS,

—HTHINIE, UTDLIIZ, 2K XF720H9 XFOROR) 2 BET 285 HIZ
ERCE

When the myth of life began
Our people shared life with humans,
Stone to earth, fire to water, trees to sky.

But the spiral turning

saw humans break

the pattern

as if they were theitr own masters.
Instead of magic they wrought death.
They broke the living law ...

Old Baba Tanuki

had retreated from mortal things.

But the people begged:

The spiral has come undone,

The fox has broken the pattern,

and the very stones scream.

Great Mother went to her mountain lair

to hone her lore and magic.

Alas, since then, we've heard no more. (148-49, FHMET b —, THRERFE)

CCTHEHLZVOPRFEOHIZH B [8REE (spiral) | TH Do T b— I3 ARMEmOBHEEZ
BT [RFFCTH T 77034 LA SN2 BEORS>BRICES 272 (1
have been especially impresses by the significance of the spiral in Maori culture in
Aotearoa) | (Goto 318) Lk~ Tw2, 747707 (Aotearoa) &I, ¥+ DOEHT [H
CROVENEIH] LI ERTHY, =2—Y—F Y FOIFTVETH D, 5T, 4
DWIEIE~AVEED 2 (korw) J WKHR L., I VIIBREKROFFEO L ¥ &2 EHIKT 5, ¥4
U OMEFIZBWT, a2 KM TH 2798 (Papa) #5 “ADFED 2V, 20— Ay
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ZOHRY AXOERLZ LB EZHB LY E. H v 2S0o/RIH S b b 25, Ml fio
Tk, FYAOREBIZL > TREZ LT ONTZEEY L E2KLIHK) (199, Ve v 7 -
T—AEIMEL LI ETEFVAOREDOFIZ, v~ FHALFALEIICABOFETH >
720 FYAOREDVCMENT M4 REABEVHT. 1) ERMEWIC, YN o
BEOKRERZLEI T AT LI LETEDOF Y ADTFIIRT, WO F o> T ABOT]
. ABOHL ERME S 28T 5. FFICF Y ROREDOAMOT & Z0H1E, AMOK
FLAR RS MGG ER HANOHE LB LBEAR L TVE L F 25, LIRS XFD
BRGEBZREZFY FIRTHIET S (278) COZIEDOTIZEIYFY X, BHGHBA
BOMRCTIIERFEZH -2 DOREEONL LikRD (278). L2L. ¥ XFoORIE. ZOR
B e®gW- bR TIE, BnZerz LT bTEHSsNh, B EEZIR L2 24
BOLBSEERITNELELRVWEST ) (279-80), ZHuud, BICHIHLAAL Y ¥ 22—
HBHEHIC, BLEEIFWHEINE DT L, L LARE-KTHY, 2TOAHD.LOH
KHAETL2DDTHHEV) T —DBHPIRKMENTVDLEF R 5. EHICTNITHEL T,
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KISHINO Hidemi

Subverting the Pattern of North American

Literature for Children:
Hiromi Goto's The Water of Possibility

KISHINO Hidemi

This paper considers how Goto’s book for children, The Water of Possibility (2001),
subverts the patterns and motifs of typical Anglo-American children’s literature, and
explores its uniqueness and originality, compared with the representative North American
children’s story, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900).

First, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz portrays a binary conflict between good and evil,
as is often found in conventional Western children’s literature, and the deaths of the evil
characters Dorothy repeatedly encounters are clearly depicted. In contrast, in 7he Water of
Possibility, this type of binary conflict is disrupted, and the deaths of the evil characters are
never depicted. These characters are depicted as mending their behavior. This indicates
that Goto is deconstructing the typical image of the hero and narrative patterns, namely, the
clear delineation of good and evil and the pattern wherein the villain dies at the end.

Also, as is often found in Japanese folktales, Living Earth is a country that cannot exist
in the real world. Meanwhile, unlike the Land of Oz, no humans other than Sayuri and Keiji
exist on Living Earth. This indicates that Living Earth is a world that extends beyond the
human world and is separate from it. From the perspective of the findings of Japanese
folklore studies, a border exists between the human world and the exterior world, namely,
the human world and an alien world. The “forest” in Living Earth, where Sayuri and Keiji
first visit is near the border between the two worlds. Therefore, Yamamba, a character the
two children encounter, can be regarded as a guard near the border. The extent to which
Goto has inherited and transmitted Japanese concepts into her books is evident.

In addition, one can superimpose the companions that Sayuri encounters, Machigai the
fox and Echo the kappa, on the Tin Man, Scarecrow, and Lion from The Wonderful Wizard
of Oz. However, although the three companions in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz are truly
pure and obedient to Dorothy, in The Water of Posstbility, Machigai has human hands and
Echo commits the crime of betraying Sayuri and Machigai to the squad of kappas that are

obedient to Machigai's Great Uncle Mischief, who is plotting the domination of Living Earth.



Subverting the Pattern of North American Literature for Children:

The character of the fox, Machigai, with human hands, serves as a warning to humans. Now
that technology is abundantly developed, there is wisdom and knowledge; however, if they
are misused, violations and danger may occur, as the name “Machigai” (mistake) suggests.
Finally, Goto’s transpacific perspective is also considered in this paper. Goto ties
together the cultures of Native Canadians and New Zealand Maoris with the dwelling and
songs of Tanuki, who symbolizes Japanese culture, thus demonstrating her empathy toward
the indigenous cultures of Canada and New Zealand, which were marginalized by the
English people, who were their former colonial rulers. Goto presents them in fusion with
Japanese culture. As mentioned above, in The Water of Possibility, Goto dismantles the
patterns and motifs used in conventional children’s literature, portrays the racial diversity
and multicultural abundance in Canada, and presents ethnic minority identities in an effort
to promote children’s growth while showcasing Canada’s multicultural society. Moreover,
The Water of Possibility is also notable for Goto’s wisdom and creativity, which can help
Canadian children overcome the various difficulties they are likely to encounter in the

future.



