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Effect of Combined Shadowing and Repeating on Speaking Performances for a Class of Chinese
Learners Studying Intermediate Japanese: Manipulating Working Memory Capacity

Xiaowei Wang

Abstract: The effect of the combination of shadowing and repeating (four times shadowing
+ one time repeating) on the speaking performances (fluency, accuracy, and complexity) of
a class of Chinese learners studying intermediate Japanese. In the experiment, six times
shadowing was adopted as a comparative condition and working memory capacity was set
up as an independent variable. The main results were: (1) considering fluency in the case of
small working memory capacity, an increased performance was higher for shadowing than
in the combined practice. In the case of combined practice only, a difference in the increased
performance due to working memory capacity was observed. (2) Considering accuracy,
shadowing tended to increase performance more than combined practice did. These results
indicate that repetition of shadowing deepens semantic processing, elaborates on information,
and promotes lemma searches and syntactic structures of speech, thus improving fluency
and producing more-accurate linguistic forms. The results suggest that even learners with
small working memory capacity might increase their fluency and accuracy of speaking if they
practice shadowing well.
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