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A Study of the Relationship between General Listening Proficiency and Musical Background

from the Perspective of Japanese EFL Learners with Various Levels of English Learning
Experience

Hirokatsu Kawashima

Abstract: The Relationship between general listening proficiency and musical background
was investigated from the perspective of Japanese EFL learners with various levels of English
learning experience. The subjects’ (n = 63) general English listening proficiency was examined
by the listening section of a standardized English language proficiency test. With regard to
musical background, the subjects’ fondness for school music education and out-of-school music
activities were assessed by nine-point Likert-scale questionnaires at the elementary and junior
high levels and from the elementary to college level, respectively. The subjects’ English learning
experience, defined by the amount of their out-of-school English learning from the elementary
to college level, was also assessed by the same style of questionnaires. Data analyses, including
principle component regression analysis, revealed: 1) that both the learners’ English learning
experience and musical background may be independently related in statistical significance
to general listening proficiency, although the link between musical background and general
listening proficiency is not strong; 2) that the observation of such relationships may become
feasible when non-linear elements such as interactions of out-of-school music activity variables
are employed; and 3) that the predictive power of the variance of general listening proficiency
by musical background may reach its highest level, 27% (p=.00).

Key words: EFL, listening proficiency, musical education, musical activities, English learning
experience
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