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Environmental Management System in Small-size
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Abstract

It is our goal to establish an environmental management system (EMS) which can
be constructed easily in not only big businesses but also small-size offices. Therefore, in
this research, the first purpose is the construction of a simplified EMS in alignment
with ISO 14001 in small-size offices that cannot acquire ISO 14001 certification. The
second purpose is the creation of an environmental performance evaluation and a
method for its continual improvement. In 11 offices, a simplified EMS was constructed
in order to know the present condition of the environmental burden of these offices.
There was a tendency for smaller offices to show a high rate of achievement in their
efforts to reduce their environmental burden. Of these, four offices were able to revise
the simplified EMS through continual improvement. Consequently, the amount of copy
paper and garbage was reduced. The purpose of reducing the environmental burden was
attained and the quality of the simplified EMS was supported.

Key Words: environmental management system, small-size offices, ISO 14001, simplicity,
environmental performance evaluation



