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Memory and US Military Bases
in Okinawa: the unending war
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University of Sheffield, UK
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Contested Memory

Memory is contested in a range of ways:
Collective versus Individual
National (official) versus grassroot (popular)

AIM: focus on collective memory on different spatial scales in Japan:
Memory at the national level (main islands) versus memory at the
subnational level (Okinawa prefecture)

National and subnational agents negotiate, construct, embed and
disseminate memory on these spatial scales. Key actors of different
levels of government as well as the citizens.
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Contested Memory

* Memory of the Asia Pacific War politically contested

*  Nuclear War Memory:

« Atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as end of Asia Pacific War versus
start of Cold War with the Soviet Union;

+ Atomic weapons as acceptable as nuclear deterrent versus inhuman weapons
of mass destruction

« Politically contested as US nuclear weapons are the premise of the US-Japan
security treaty, a treaty supported by 70-80 per cent of pollees, but similar
amount of pollees are opposed to the use of nuclear weapons.
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Memory of the Asia Pacific War

« Conventional War Memory:

+ Mainland Japan: ending of the war in August 1945 and American Occupation
in April 1952.

+ Okinawa: ‘unending war’ and American occupation until May 1972.

+ US military installations as essential part of US-Japan security treaty for
security of whole nation versus the risks and costs of US bases being faced
disproportionately in Okinawa.

« Politically contested as US bases are the premise of the US-Japan security
treaty, but these are concentrated in Okinawa and other prefectures unwilling
to support their relocation. Inequality at heart of alliance.

« Divergence between NATIONAL AND SUBNATIONAL MEMORY IN OKINAWA
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Memory divergence: national and subnational

« Example: Abe Shinzo administration’s 2013 decision to
commemorate apnua]ly starting in 2013 Sovereignty Restoration Day (
THERE RS, EHEEIED B) on 28 April.

28 April 1952 commemorates the day the American Occupation of
Japan ended. However, in the case of Okinawa the Occupation did not
end until the reversion of Okinawa to Japan on 15 May 1972.

« Okinawa grassroot protests took place against the commemoration.
The date was called in Okinawa, day of humiliation [4 - 28 [[EE®D
=N
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Focus on memory of the war in Okinawa

« Okinawan civilians as victims of the American military as well as
Japan’s imperial military. Dual victimization embedded as salient
memory of Battle of Okinawa in Okinawa — not mainland island of
Japan

« Pressure by military on local people to commit ‘masss suicide’ ($£ 51 B &)
« Pressure by military on locals hiding in dugouts and caves (35)

* Weaker sense of dual victimhood in case of atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki as embedded in memory at the national level. Emphasis is on
inhumanity of American atomic bombing and the two cities as victims.
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Contested Okinawan memory and museums < AARGBEEREALT - HaRLTW
Supporters of embedding Okinawan memory in contest with those
supporting embedding national level memory - memory is political i ‘g‘ o % l/ T N % Z"L bi I/'IE'\‘ %ﬂ $ & L/ T j( EH El

museums preserve memory based on political struggle when

consensus on memory of the Asia Pacific war and Battle of Okinawa is 5]\% 753‘ ,f/'; - 7>: J@ #@ ﬁré 0) @ i_\‘ 7b§ $ & H:[J _ﬁ— {EF ;ﬂ% @

lacking and the memory is contested
passing of older Okinawans with personal memory of the war

increases role of museums as institutionalized memory — which %E‘ 'I:%:\ D — %I-S % Tﬂ i) '( vy f: 0) VC“ ‘é—o

memory is the political question museums face

Diorama — scene of Battle of Okinawa

* The original scene of the battle in the diorama was of an imperial soldier
together with a local woman holding her child. The soldier’s rifle was
originally pointed at the woman, suggesting the victimization of Okinawa
by Japanese imperial forces, not the invading American forces.
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Example—contested memory in museum 5 % /—T—\‘ &: /Zjé /%_ J: 5 & j— é %ﬁ E-}_g S L/ f: o :/ j—
« Displays in museum represent interpretation of Battle of Okinawa 3 - ﬂ: /jkk E % le] %_ %) E& B}éﬁ _,C ﬂj: . j( EE] 93[] % 7b§

* Controversy over exhibition in the Prefectural Peace Memorial

Museum (FRFBIRSER YT EDEHE) in Mabuni, ltoman, Okinawa
fEam L7eZBER L. BAROE NPT RICH
new museum but was defeated in his third election in December 1998 before

. . — . +

the.exhlbltlt{rls were all completed. l:] % I"FTJ &‘j’ "(‘ |7 6 N4 j“ 7 < )E 7N a\’_' }i ;@j’ ‘j‘ é }Fﬁ

« Adiorama (¥’ # 7 %) became the focus of controversy between the museum
exhibition committee set up during the period of the Ota administration and
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* Progressive governor of Okinawa, Ota Masahide, moved forward with the
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Diorama — revised scene under new
administration

« After the election the diorama was changed so that, instead of the
soldier being presented as a threat (the rifle pointing at the mother
and child), he was portrayed as a Protector — that is, the rifle was
pointed in a way to imply he was shielding the mother and child.

« Conservative administration’s prioritization of
memory of the Battle of Okinawa versus progressive

Iministration’s prioritization of subnational, popult

memory of
the Battle.

* Memory is contested within Okinawa as well as between national and
subnational levels.
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Example — Memorial Day for Battle of
Okinawa

« Subnational collective member for Okinawa dead, Okinawan Memorial
Service to commemorate the fallen (4 ¥4 % B1E )

* Held annually to commemorate the ending of the Battle of Okinawa on 23
June 1945. First held in 1952 after the main islands re-gained
independence. Okinawan politicians make a ‘peace declaration’ (FH1E5)

National and subnational difference: with reversion in 1972 the day no

longer accepted as a national holiday. Still a recognized holiday in Okinawa,

day to console the spirits (Z 5 ® H). The day formally recognized in 1991

with the revision of the local autonomy law (#1175 B357%)
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Memorial day for battle of Okinawa

* 23 June memorial day — local politicians link the memory of the Battle of
Okinawa to present-day US military bases in Okinawa and the closure of
Marine Air Station Futenma and the construction of a new base in Henoko,
Nago City.

* Example: in the 2014 Peace Declaration Governor Nakaima Hirokazu called
for the Futenma Base to be moved outside of Okinawa Prefecture. Made
same call in 2011, 2012 and 2013, demonstrating how the link between
subnational memory of the battle and present-day government policy can
be used to oppose concentrating US bases in Okinawa.
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Memorial Day for Battle of Okiniwa

+ Example: Kin Masaru, president of the prefectural assembly (&%

* 2103 memorial: called for the relocation of Futenma Base outside the
prefecture.

* Opposition to the US deployment of the tilt-rotor aircraft, the Osprey
in the prefecture
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Memorial Day for Battle of Okinawa

* Peace declaration and speeches by Okinawan politicians often in front
of Prime Minister

* 1994 — first PM to participated in the memorial. Prime Minister Kaifu
Toshiki

 Ten PMs have participated, including PM Abe Shinzo (2007, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)
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Memorial Day for Battle of Okinawa

* The politics of the present are regularly linked to the memory of the
past.

* In June 2017 PM Abe questioned about the relocation of the Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma.

* Both sides agree on the return of Futenma: problem is the Abe
government insists the new base is constructed in Okinawa. Governor
and majority of Okinawa public opinion want base relocated outside
of the prefecture.
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Focus on memory and the war in Okinawa

« 1996 Agreement to relocate the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma
has come to mean relocation within Okinawa prefecture, to the
Henoko district of Nago city. Annual Memorial of Battle of Okinawa
offers opportunity to link memory of battle of Okinawa to
government’s base policy

« Concentration of US military bases in Okinawa an outcome of defeat
in the war as well as government policy to transfer or maintain bases
in the prefecture

* Maintaining the unequal distribution of US military bases in
Okinawa is a central aim of the Japanese government

Example - Link to postwar military accidents
and incidents

* American military accidents as a risk to the Okinawan population
* Link memory of past and present: another sense of dual

victimization, Okinawans as victims of Battle of Okinawa as well as
victims of the existence and operation of US bases in Okinawa

« Crash of US helicopter into Okinawa International University in 2004.
* Crimes committed by US military personnel

BEMENES DT D HE B, R
DERICE > T, BEHYR, EOoFR, X
HEREICLDLRECZOMOMEN S|
KEMHOGFEBAERD, BEHAETORE L
FmEENT VA ZERELEEZLALTY
HZMHTY, WETIE, ThETHBPLT
Tl L) OkEEEMRICR D BARRY
A7 R A IRl oD R O IR R R
MBELRNSBNTWDEAEMEOMELHEOY
DU, BRx I FBCHERE - BLAIRYIC, KE
DEHLFEMHEZMILOFLE L LTESESE

ZOEOIT, WS L L TAHART
DI, A KRZ RS 2B T D B o KAl
ElpoTWVWET, BRI, BEAEICESDD
REEWVWI RMENL, ZTRETHRRTEL
Lo, O [EWRY ) 2FLET L L
ZRFMBEBEROST S, b L < IL5 K,
FERVIZRDES, ToEHBIET, BHANRN
VDEoDEAKRELT, 2EROHEMICE
W, BIROATE REL M E TATIC
BAHLTWLIOTIERLS, OB HED L
R DN D N> TWDH N BT,

—138—



IPSHU Research Report Series No. 33

B AR D 22 RREHRHIO 3 2 b Lk,
KEHARREOCAMELEAFTZ2Z2L 722D T
T IO, SHOBE THIAICESEL
TWhEEEZWARA N TT, FBEEIT.
HlomESwmEDO ~flmezRE LD, &
FORIZHZEINTNDIHDOTIEHY XA,
R &I, BURICE DD Ax 3, K DK
EDORKEZAET Z2OCFHT 2. BUA
MERTHH Y 7,

Conclusion

* Memory of the past offers a political resource for use in contesting
the politics of the present.

* The memory of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki can
be used to link the inhumanity of these weapons to the promotion of
nuclear disarmament.

« In the same way, memory of the battle of Okinawa can be used to link
to contemporary politics on the US military presence and the
government’s security policy
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Conclusion

« link to the concentration of US military installations in Okinawa

 Unequal distribution of security treaty meant to act as public good for all
Japanese. Okinawa as a victim

« Link to the construction of a new military base in Okinawa instead of
in another prefecture or outside of Japan
* Unequal treatment of Okinawa compared with other parts of Japan.
Okinawa as a victim
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