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COST AND BENEFIT OF PARTICIPATION IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES
- AN EXAMPLE OF A REAPING REEDS PROJECT TO CLEAN LAKE SANARU -

Yasuhumi MORI, Yasunobu MAEDA, Toshihisa ASANO and Kunihiro IDA

There is growing importance of volunteer in order to improve environmental projects and activities.
Although in many case motives of participation in volunteer activities are explained by cost and benefit
including mental utility, theoretical predictions have not concurred with the empirical outcome. This
study used question such as on transportation expenses which prevent the participation to estimate a sense
of cost and benefit, and tested relations to the volunteer participation. Results indicated that the cost and
benefit of volunteer participation was significant at beginning of participation and its price was quite
cheep, but not significant for retention and continuance of the activity. Strategies such as increasing

opportunities of participation were thought to be more effective than emphasizing the benefit for
recruitment of volunteers.
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