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Research on Elementary School Exchange and Collaborative Learning: Setting out the
Active “Cooperative and Collaborative” Learning in Subjects

Midori TAMURA
The Center for Special Needs Education Research and Practice, Graduate School of Education,
Hiroshima University
Norimune KAWAI
Department of Special Needs Education,
The Center for Special Needs Education Research and Practice, Graduate School of Education,

Hiroshima University

Until now, exchange activities and collaborative learning have been mainly implemented in music,
physical education, school events, school lunch, cleaning, etc.; however, there are few exchanges activities and
collaborative learning that has been implemented in core subjects such as Japanese language and
mathematics. It is thought that if it is systematic and theoretical learning content as the characteristic of the
subject, it is difficult to make exchange regularly. Therefore, in this research report, the following five
components are investigated through research reviews: 1) how exchange activities and collaborative learning
were planned, 2) how to encourage children in regular classrooms to understand children with disabilities, 3)
how learning contents were developed by considering the characteristics of the subjects, 4) whether the goals
and objectives of the subjects, units, or classes were achieved by students with and without disabilities
learning together, 5) what makes it possible to engage in activities aiming at both mutual engagement and
achievement of learning objectives from the viewpoint of exchange and collaborative learning. The authors
analyzed the practices on exchange activities and collaborative learning and examined the present situation
and issues. As a result, most cases focused only on the aspect of exchange and did not deal with exchanges
and collaborative learning by stepping into the side of collaborative learning. In the future, not only academic
achievement, but also intervention on social skills should be implemented at the same time. Incorporating
aspects of “cooperative learning” into exchange activities and collaborative learning, will enhance learning of
students with and without disabilities by improving interaction skills in learning situations.

Keywords: exchange activities and collaborative learning, inclusive education system, reasonable

accommodation
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