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Teaching Classics of Japanese Literature to Nurture Thought and Expression for Students
with Physical Disabilities: Focus on Experiential Activities

Akiyo MITO
Hiroshima Prefectural Hiroshima Special Needs School
Atsuhiko FUNABASHI

Department of Special Needs Education, Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

This study focused on devising language activities (including experiential activities) in a class on classics
of Japanese literature. The results of mentoring revealed the following : 1) Attention needs to be paid to the
nature of a student’s physical disability, activities need to be linked to guidance in reading and writing, and
students need to rewrite stories in their own words. 2) Use of the “hot-seating” technique as an experiential
activity, created a cycle of perceptions to thoughts, and then thoughts to expression while learning about
classic literature. In light of these findings, this study describes key points in teaching to foster the ability of
students with physical disabilities to think and express themselves.

Keywords: students with physical disabilities, teaching classics of Japanese literature, nurturing thought and

expression



