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Development of a Field Guide for Identification of Plant Species by using of the "Google My Map"

Shunji TAKESHITA, Yusaku ISHIHARA, Ryosuke IMAMURA, Yuka BAN and Koki HORITA

In the present study, a field guide for identification of plant species was developed.
It was built by the “My Maps” of the function in the “Google Map”. This online
“Map” showed the habitat point, the plant name and photos of each species.
Students were able to use it by the smart phones and the tablet devices as well as PC
They were able to confirm their position by GPS in their mobile devices,
Moreover, they were easily able to identify the

machines.
and also find plants to observe.
species name by this "Map".

A questionnaire survey was conducted for the purpose of improvement of the
“Map” to students. As the result, it was suggested that this "Map" enhanced
students' interest in outdoor observation, and was effective when students actually
go out to the field and observe the plants. On the other hand, it turned out that this

"Map" was not easy to use for the beginners of the mobile equipment.

necessary to improve usability.
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