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Feirdberg: Guten Tag, Herr Gnielka. Auf
der Suche nach einer Story fiir die
Rundshau?

Gnielka: Die Story habe ich ldngst. Ein
Morder lauft frei herum, Waffen-SS,war
in Auschwitz. Er ist jetzt Lehrer und
unterrichtet Kinder.

Interessiert Sie sich das?

Freirdberg: Sie sind ein herrlicher

Brausekopf.

Simon: Gnielka, ich will jetzt gehen. Das

ist alles sinnlos.
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ABSTRACT

Using the Movie “Im Labyrinth des Schweigens” in an Intermediate German Class

Takako YOSHIMITSU
Institute for Foreign Language Research and Education

Hiroshima University

This article reports the use of the movie “Im Labyrinth des Schweigens” in an intermediate German
class at Hiroshima University, along with the results of a questionnaire survey conducted after the class.

The lesson consisted of three stages. In the first stage, the students were divided into six groups, with
each group watching one of the six episodes of the Japanese subtitled version of the movie. After
watching, the students summarized the stories of the episodes they had been asked to watch, and wrote
reports on the characters appearing in the movie and the historical facts they learned.

In the second stage, the students watched two sequences chosen from among the episodes they had
watched in the German subtitled version, and wrote down the German subtitles. The German transcripts
were then translated into Japanese by students. In the third stage, the students’ translation was used as
teaching material in the class, and the translation was discussed from the perspective of pragmatics.

Previous studies in English language education have reported that movies are effective for listening
training, as well as contributing to learner motivation. However, from the results of this survey, it was
found that this teaching method is also suitable for reading training in intermediate German classes.
Students found that translating movie transcripts into Japanese is more interesting than regular text
translation. Also, by translating the movie transcript, students’ understanding of the contents of the movie

was deepened.
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