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The Influence of Group Situation and Members’ Identity

on the Leadership Preference

Kazunori KAWAGUCHI" and Kiriko SAKATA?

Y Onojo City Office
? Graduate School of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Hiroshima University

Abstract: This study examined the mediation
effects of group members’ identity for the
relationship between the group situation and
their leadership preference. We focused on two
dimensions of leadership: individualized — de-
individualized, and task oriented - relational
oriented. We hypothesized that members’
collective identity may be salient in the intergroup
comparison situation (H1), relational identity
may be salient in the intragroup cooperation
situation (H2), and individual identity may be
salient in the intragroup comparison situation
(H3). And we hypothesized that the member
with salient individual identity may not need any
leader (H4), the members with salient relational
identity may prefer to an individualized relational
oriented leader (HS5), and the members with
salient collective identity may prefer to a de-
individualized task oriented leader (H6). In study
1, the results of a laboratory experiment showed

the support to hypothesis 1-3. In study 2, although

hypothesis 4 was not able to examined, hypothesis
5 and 6 were partially supported from the results of
investigation. Finally, contributions and limits of

this study were discussed.
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