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Diversity in Education -- Human Resource Development and Education --

5E Taguchi, Ai

1. Introduction
The Japanese society has been increasingly diversifying. Methods of education
should be changed with the progress of the diversification of our society. I think a
country of the diversified society like Australia has a lot of experiences of multicultural
education and plays a good model for us. In this paper, I'll try to describe the features of

the Australian educational system.

2. Hypothesis

In 1901, the Federal Parliament in Australia passed the Immigration Restriction Act.
In those days, 98% of people in Australia were white, mostly from Europe. Australia
wanted to remain a country of white people who lived by British customs. This is the
beginning of the White Australia Policy. There were a lot of conflicts between White and
Aborigines or Islamic peoples. After the Second World War, because of the needs of the
labor force, Australia accepted immigrants from South Europe, Asia and other regions.
But the White Australia Policy had been kept till 1972. There were a lot of conflicts
between different races in Australia through this period. Finally in 1973, the Gough
Whitlam Government introduced new policy of multiculturalism. The strengthening of
economic cooperation with developing Asia and increasing young immigrant labor force
promote multiculturalism in Australia.

I build a hypothesis that there are new and original approaches towards
multiculturalism also in the field of education, after the change of governmental policy.

I'd like to find interesting examples of educational experiences by visiting schools and

discussing with students.

3. Methods

I visited an Australian high school and a university and made a research as follows:

Interviews: Specifically, I performed an inquiring survey at Santa Sabina College
and Macquarie University in Australia.

Collecting materials: I collected data and reference materials read websites in order
to prepare a report regarding the curriculum and the method of lectures.

Discussion: I had discussions with students at Santa Sabina College about the

method of lectures in their school and their opinions about educations.
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4. Research
The following figures indicate how Australia is multinational:
+ 28% of the total population was born outside Australial.
* 40% of the Australian had at least one parent born outside of AustraliaZ.

According to the Census3, only 37.1% answered “Australian” as their ancestry

(Figure 1).

Figure 1 Ancestry of Australia’s population

Source: Suzuki [2013], p.1.

As I mentioned above, Australia is a typical diversified country. However, Australian
government has not always been keeping the same philosophy in multicultural policy.
The current policy might be the result of overcoming various conflicts over 200 years:
typical White Australia Policy, domestic confrontation with Aborigines and conflicts
with Asian and Islamic cultures.

On August 19, 2015, I visited Santa Sabina College as a member of the research
study group. On August 23, 2015, I visited Macquarie University. We had a campus tour,
an interview and a discussion time. Santa Sabina College, a Catholic school in the
Dominican tradition, is located in Strathfield, an inner-western suburb of Sydney. The
college was established in 1894. There are about 1,400 students. Macquarie University's
main campus is located near Sydney. The university accepts about 40,000 students, in
which over 10,000 are international students from over 100 countries.

In Santa Sabina College, there are 8 standard subject areas: The Arts, English,
Health and Physical Education, LOTE (Language Other than English)/ ESL (English as
a Second Language), Mathematics, Science, SOSE (Studies of Society and Environment)

and Technology.

1 Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2014.

2 The Data of the Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs in India and Australia (2005).
8 2006 Australian Census: Q. Answer up to two ancestries that you think as a member.
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In addition to ESL classes for the non-native English speakers, there is an Intensive
English High School (IEHS) in each cities. This plan is a separate program from the
school curriculum, in which 30-40 week trainings are given. Teachers of the course must
have a special qualification, so called Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages'
(TESOL).

There are many elective language classes: Latin, Italian, French and Japanese.
French is very popular. Latin isn’t popular. Some students choose Japanese because of
their interest in Japanese foods. Usually, students learn two languages, because two
languages are required in the entrance examination to university.

There are other interesting lectures.

Drama is a unique subject among the art area. It is a lecture to develop imagination,
and how to express emotions.

In a gym class, students played basketball in a wheelchair in order to experience the
situation of the people with disabilities. Students were just playing when I visited Santa
Sabina College.

Textbooks are also unique. Students use digital textbooks installed in notebook
computers or tablet computers. The textbooks cover a number of important issues and
questions, but never give “correct” answers in the textbooks.

Classrooms have free and open spaces, which promote smooth communication among students.

They always gather in a circle facing each other.

The classroom of the Santa Sabina - Students learn about disabilities
College (for image only)
5. Analysis

There are some interesting and characteristic solutions to multi-cultural education

in Australia.
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First of all, communication is very important in the multicultural society, which
promoted language education. Drama practice lectures are also important in cultivating
students’ abundant ability of expression.

Second, the textbook, which raises a number of important issues without giving
“correct” answers, is an interesting style of education. It doesn't matter whether an
answer 1s right or wrong. What is important is to discuss and reach the consensus
together.

Third, free space of learning is very interesting. Sitting in a circle facing each other
1s a basic and common style to start learning. It seems very effective that students can

change the setting of space freely depending on the circumstances.

6. Results and remaining issues
The educational method in Australia is completely different from Japanese one. The
textbooks in Australia usually point out problems and don’t show “right” answers. I
think there aren’t “right” answers in diverse and complex society. Discussions lead to
consensus. And the consensus should be the “best” answer. I think, this is a main
difference of teaching between Australia and Japan. Many lectures are delivered in the
style of group work. This is also a very important point in developing multi-cultural
grounded ability. Foreign language education can also promote a greater understanding
of diversity among students.
With the globalization expanding, issues facing Japanese society are becoming
increasingly complicated and diversified. Australia has get over many difficulties and
conflicts in diversified society. The experiences of Australia give us many implications

and 1deas of multicultural education.
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