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[Summary]

Dimensions in the componential analysis of meaning
--a critical review of Burling's treatment

of meal terms in English--
Shigeo SUGIURA

This paper ia an attempt to review Burling's treatment of
meal terms in the English spoken in Jamaica and the United States
and to propose some revisions of his analysis.

Robbin Burling, who says in the preface of his Men' Many
Voices that he has been 'wandering back and forth across the
border between anthropology and linguistics,' speaks of the diver-
sity (i.e. class dialects) of Jamaican English, and after showing
in the form of a table the meal terms that numbers of each class
use, states that 'only two dimensions of semantic contract are
needed to distinguish the meanings of these various terms:

(1) the time at which the meals are eaten (henceforth T), and

(2) the size or heaviness of the meal (henceforth H)'.

Concerning American English, he adds, 'it is not difficult to
offer similar definitions to the terms that residents of the
United States use...'.

The two dimensions (T and H) seem plausible and universal in
the componential analysis of meal terms when we take the digesting
mechanism of human beings into consideration. But the present
writer, as a linguist and native speaker of Japanese, feels in-
clined to propose two revisions of Burling's treatment.

The first point the writer wants to make is that Burling's .
dimention heaviness should be changed to contents.

The reports by Dr. Hattori and I.C. Brown are cited as evidences

of the fact that what is customarily fixed is the contents of meal,

not the heaviness. It must be admitted that heaviness is only a

result of contents and therefore secondary.

The second point is that in each particular language these
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two dimensions are not of equal importance, one of them having the
priority to the other. This writer asserts that it is the time
dimension which is primary in Japanese as the morphological struc-
ture of each meal term indicates. According to this author's a-
nalysis, Korean too can be referred as an example of time-dimen-
sioned langauges, while English is primarily contents-dimensioned

and only secondarily time-dimensioned.
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1 Burling (1970:34ff ) OFBHOENDLEAD L 9, BICINE, ¥ <A 7BTHE I
NTVWBEER, XEXT 2 ) »AREOKFLEAHFFEICREZ Y, BEF (creole ) LEIDLN
BERTHDHENS, BRELLONTE, breakfast, lunch, tea, dinner, suppern:
WHERTWBA, ChbOBBORANAR, HRAOMOBHTHEINIEFLABY 2E V2D b,
Yy=4 NEORBILCEATEI—FELTnE N, HEEROLThEhABBOFA TR > TN T, £
DEBEHBET 2AHICEANOOER Y ~ 2B ETIE 2 L%\, T2bD, (DEBTH 2B I
tr LM, QFEEES {rE O T EHMMEE, @i H57#% (estate leborers )
RUEMES SRR ZIBFICEA T B/ME, @B S5 < BAOE ( KEA TV 2/ hBEiE, TH5,
RELORKERRO L 5% %,

- 5:(;3«;;:00 w0060 7:0}(})::;.:00 N
1) breaéfasttp lunchcp teag dinnerE supperg
@) brea»éfastEP dz'nne'rE suppea] Su‘z)perE
(3) teag l:reaéfzzszEFI a’z'nnerE
@) teaﬁ bretz»éfzz:tE a’innerq: supperg

(#®E=1ight, f=medium, E=nheavy )

ChbOBEOERERXUT5CE, ZO0BRNETORTEELLETTLNn, Tabb,
\EEL L HERM QA&ZEOE(sige or heaviness ), BEMORT:2 TTEbLL, RE
HWEBBLLhREE b NW—BORMEAZ RO L HICERBILTE 5,

™ (morning) 5:00~7:00 A. M.
" (noon) 11:00~E4FF
19  (afternoon) 4:00~6:00 P. M
T° (evening) 7:00~8:30 P.M.
1 (1ate) 103 0~Z%&

FREIK, BBEOBORTEH TEDLL, ZOOREZROL SWRT T ENTE %,
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HY @Boss, B8, BROKAWE S5, BROR~WELE T %N,

BT #{ bhokE,

B —HOHhTRI BOSNRE,
INLOEMIEE ZHIEDLEHDLE, Vv 24 VEOUOOHEMEDO FhFALCI > THR LI S
AOORELEBHICRT T ENRTE B,

5E  Breakfast Lunch Tea Dinner Supper

@ HE % g® ! B 12 gt r® BEY 71

@ T T® Y 72 g™ 1%/ gt 1°
@ ®" " gt @ g? 1

@ Y " gl o0 gD 72 HY 7°

Lo 5CARTHBE, HEMOMBLT TEE T, BEEMEOMEE L —BERICE 2, % & 203,
toa IH ICENRETH 55, ()OFERIC Do THFHEIC, B)R@)DFERKICH > THFHIIC & bh
%o R, breatfastid, LROTHEBROBROINTROTBKEZ LY A BWEEMICE 2 2 & pibd
BENnY,

I5KBurlingld, BREOERNSANIRBLCH LTI BUOTEHE #5225 ¢ & X RS ©
RENELT, ROISICRNTN D, TORS2, T" (morning ), T" (noon), T°
(evening) LWL, HOXME, e—m—hDFZFTHYUTHS5, 9 LTH5 &
Breakfasz Lunch Supper Dinner Coffee Brea#k

g ™ g " g" 7° g® oo ut

(Coffee Breatld Tt L Cunmarked )

ErBENY,

BROBS SHTONRE LT, BOBKRLHFRIFBINTEA%ZH T, Burling 4 H (€
RIFL LN ONDBEENRICRY B2 CERBHRBNCE L LTHREINL S, 4, AEON(L
WHEEZETNE, TEHORTE b o& b TdH b, BEHE bDEBLB, L, EFE LD
Burling OMTICH LTATAENWS BRUE A IHEL %N, #hid, Bur ling® [A¥E%
LERFOBREITEODRDIDOIEL ) | LI B IHRT LD TH L LAZ WA, HOH
Fiidraw materials DRFICIEE-> TN, LRUEXDBELE W, KRBT, SHY T o <—
DHEHHLINLORFOBREETRL O, FOLOARTIVLBELEERL, 4T, BA
HEEEORBEICONTHERL THi\n,

3 HEVWOIRTLIKOWTEELTH L 9,

HICBEF /2 Burling DRRICONTH B E, FABELOH ORITLH, febidbreakfase &
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DEhENS IHIK, TBECHbLs Tnb T ELERD{, h& 1 AR HABLEEITAIC
BELENWLI) XX, Lok WHORTEO=EAHERLTEENZ IO THD S0 LW IRMMBLEL
By BreakfastOhbkdinner DhEFABELELTINVTDS5% b LARETH D, L
PYEBORELN (KBTEETHLOC) —ROBIKEHENWIRTIL L > TREIN D LREF
hiE, hDbreakfast EhDdinner LRFE—ORETHENEETEZ VD, breakfast
. BREICS THREHA) CLThh, HORBELEESTTIK Lo TREINZERIKEN
LNSCEEBOHE LTS, mEVOIRTER oI lunch, supper, dinner LONTHE,
= EnBOREIC L > TERINLO2OHBEOENTHS 5,
wﬁﬁi(1%8n5&n)n\%%E@A&4y7x-vyrtbf\%-E-%@ﬁ%ﬁo
WTEAEHRE S LTE N D K EAFROLIZTARNRHEINS (16 0~<— ),
Lunch bEN5BRBRAROL 5 2 lEEET 5, dbboATHRE, WO LHIVERENS

b TE%E W,

(1) salad. (2) soup. (8) Sandwiches -

(@) coffee. (5) Dessert& LTpie, cake, ice cream. AL ED
b5,

47, I. C. Brown(19638:2) .\ “7 A Y #AlkbreakfastiCid, fruit saladd
BWnikice cream and cakeZH’NZEWNA, chbn (EBEvreakfastE LTESD)
cold fruit juice, fresh fruits, boiled eggs, cereals With
cream and sugar, wWaffles With honeyZ L EDLIOWCESOHPETAFE —
ACHEEBOERCHP L T2 LERBETES 57 LR TN DR, ThbOBI v —T O
BOE PR, FUHEIKEELACBEEZN O DY, H L WHIRTRYT B HEE Rt
TlAEETHIHH LELDLN D,

FO=o0EEL L, TAY HEFBOBE (XLT EHV ¥ <A HEOBELILOITHDHILR
bhos), BEROCEELTVL0E, REONE ( contents ) (Txbb, HEOELED
&, CNERBELOL SICHELFATIINWTSS5 ) THo T, E(heaviness )i, %
DREBTHRMICIRET BRTEL EEL T DT LT\, UTFTH, “H LVWHRTE” EWOIEWHET
B, CCTBELABRTHANTWD ZEICERBLTHER N,

4 KUBEE (1968 ;88¢ff)IIhE, [MABRFHNEZREABORRCEINTEFL
BEr Ao, ThoORERERTAEEROEY — Thbb, ZELOLhBRKOTNT— &F
FWICEAT 5700 HETH > 7co TOMEREL LTEL LNIOB,

1) #L @) BERIERH @) HRHNoFES @) 3 (5) Egod#5!
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6) Ego LtHFOMKNET 2 ADHKST () 1k 2 R (8) Ego &#EFoMic
TET DAOMAL, £, WY ELBIBE D

Thok| Lo L, KELEVOIBEOEMOREMBICR> TH 5L, chate(1970;4)
©510bin(1971:69¢F)2EMLTNB L 91T, AL LATVREORANN)DEE LT T UN
BEFBLCOWT S ( [aR) TR EEEDTBBAG)VANT 20 ) FETd5 5, HBZ
K (1972550) ICIhix, BHFETE( TXBOEr K] %) Bl /&l - LB/ 8% - L
LYER/FL Lo kBEBMICEBLDD, X2 BALBF2EATLE WHIBEO L E LT
Wwa] &EnS, LI, Grenberg (1968:152F) 1 M, ROBEL ¢ 57N, BOB R 5%
WO=EL R THBER. generational, lineal, bifurcate merging,
bifurcate collateralt\n) 24 7CEBTED] LWIBELRNT WD, BEAEK
BT 5 EROELHR, RBELCOVTL D THELDOTHS5, Thbb, T L HAX LA
MICEIRLBETH D, B4 OEBECEFNTHII L OO RLED L S ICHAW bR Tnde %
BROVEBREDDLEND T LIk B,
4.1 BABLONT, CORERoTHL D, BUEBRHRFON MEEERE] (1964:75)
KIngd, AABORBLEIROBY TH2,

PR (BILA-2IBL) HEE FR BT BR(V20L) B HAR(bw k)

¥U02 U020 ¥R BE SR(WO53A-WOBDL) B FR BE
z DAbic

ik 2o %A
PEMINT DA, ThOLRAAMTEERNICES CEicLE 50 T FBEDOE, XENEED
VRSADRE D RED OBRBEHSFET B L TH D, T LM, Fl— A B 25 LEFI
LoTHNRT TR THB LNV AT, Vv~ 1 #BOXBEORRIH =L 12, RERIC AR
LTn%, ERHICRII, XKRB\Y morning—mead, noon—meal, evening—meal
EERBICGRTCLOTED b OpRET, T205) DL 5 KEED YO EROTHEENLTOE
WHORTNEHERIDY, TEVIRTESAEZBAEELETNDE &iFH LHTHb, KECARE
ZETHE, BAEBEET 1 30~9:00(A. M. ) Cbn, BABMELAANLL : 8 0 (A.
M. )~1:80(P. M. ), YARRMIE5:00~7;30(P. M. YR LATEY, —
BEETLBELORMAICREL L 2, - C, AFX@ECE, ™0, 17 1° 0= %X4+h
X L\,

HARBOTEWORTICH LTI LICEBTNEC Endb, ROMDKIE, EHICIE accopt —
able Td» 5%,



(1) SPEHRE LADOT, PREANCORBBEY K> I,

(As I got up late this morning, I took morning-meal after
noon. )
O3

@) APLBEEE LAOT, BARKE Ko %,

(As I got up late this morning, I did without morning—meau
L3#E-T, ®FBEL TN 215 CBbI3,
(@) tht, BRZENOEZIH, BErd'S I,
(So, I took noon—meal in the evening and evening—meal at
night. )
DEOERABRLTH0, [AFEORBLG, BEHZFAEHENELL L =EASY Lo
BB, ERICLE DnArEEL i, BENZERF (2L 21F0 (order ) EVSRT) ICE
STHEINDG] LNnHTLETHHI, LL, OLVIRTEZDOIDE, T L\ oRTHMK L BEE
LTV LN S EELOTRMICIRE LARTTHHEELDLT ENTE, COTERTEVIRT

BABECAHECE S BN TNEZL0—DDEN LEBRTHIENTE B,

KIC, BEFEOHE, HEVIRENRED LS CBMNTWELEBRLTH Lo, BESFEIE,
B&, LI JEICheaviness ORELHML T OAEBTH Y, O LIKEL Fok
BRCIRBINTN S, Ll RELTHARDBRLINWNAZHBIE AT, Thid M5Bl
THHTERCEBEDL RS, TORDODICHUEBELTLREL LNE W, ARk, BF%2 M5&] 3
B TR&] d3tiCacceptableTH D, o T, BEAFBLFNTE, HEVWIRTHEH, AESL
DRELCEFNTcrucial CREVEREREI DT L% N,

4. 2 #HEBZEK (197 1) kIhg, SBHEL(UTE, BAKKCLIZ2EBRTETO T 2
A¥5) lacim (#) #2022 [P&] OBKIC, sonjog (FF ) 0it0Ed (& ©
BRICAWLNDE LS ( BEFTED 605 EWHRARBVEIND ), T4, thbit, kK
XEKxE] KT S bab%MF LT, ’acimbab, JonjsgBabpfinbhnsziddb, &
HEERL, ®Cdoto kR U EFDOFEeigda kLT, ’acimsigda, Jonjogsigda
BRANVWLNZZL3DBLENS (BAFED NBE] MBHEK] 2 5nBnEIns ), MBA) &%
BT 5 Jeomsimid, [EF, BO1 28] £EIKT D JooyolBkrd5 LdHLHLTH S,
U EOEHE, RELMEM LBBZCREIDONWTNWE T E, BICEABMEZERDOTAZELTOE 2 T4
HECANWLIhD b)), TORBERBAFELIIBVEVOI CEEFRRLTE D, PREFEA
AFEL[ERR T—dimensioned THALHHT LT LnTEL S, (BHELCONTL, EBHE



2 OBEBICEL informationZ ROALFETH ok, TOWREREL > LEETRE KB
5o IMNIFR, BREB/T, CO—FHEBEHRVLFETDS, )
4. 3 EFBLPNT, TLHORTEREDCL SXHNATNEDOTHD S D & 2id, WNWD
(Col1iege Edition, 1968)CXInid,
breakfast the first meal of the day
lunch any light meal ; especially the regular midday meal
between breakfast and dinner
dinner the chief meal of the day, wWhether eaten in the
evening or about noon
supper  the last meal of the day, eaten in the evening
DD, T -HEBICEAL TS LEEENEZWERDN B, L2 L, BENZ{FAS0EEM
ERo TN DHLEELLNDTHD S0 FCFIALAHRBBEL (1968 ) OMARICINIE, bre—
aktfast, lunch, dinner, supperid, TRNENHMEOBEELH> TVWBHTLEHE b»
Td%(CoRE, LOWNWDOEEL LT LIPRINTWE DI TEENW ), & LTRBEL
(1968 :159)Ek [wahTld, preakfast, dinner, supper &\ HEKFRH,-
#HEDA%L, breakfast, lunch, dinner:WnIEKROEER2T 2, | LRNTEbh
BH, EFDLIRMCHTTEDLEREN lunch, dinner, supper DnFhhiRET 50
dy, HORTETHBHLEDNETEZLAE N, breakfast CATORERKEWC LEBHLELT
b, HORTEH LRI TnE DI TtRENT &G, 3TC3ALARBELLI. c. Browndil
E0bHLLTHE, HORTET X TORELORFICAERTHS0IC, TORTE LS TEEW
EWnSBERD, EFE(TAYVHIEFE) KFNTHE, fiERpriority #BOEEL BT LK B4
HELELDLOTREZNED S by
(1973F18)
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