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Summary

'""™MO NO SUSO" OR ''MO SUSO"

In Japanese prose materials of the Heian period, "mo no suso"

(lit. kimono—of—bottpm, the bottom of a kimono) was generally used,
while "mo suso" did not appear until the middle ages. Among these
materials, in the Kagero Nikki (Diary of May-fly), the word "mo no
suso' was used, a fact which raises a chronological problem of its
composition. But this phenomenon resulted from the fact that "mo
suso, which was in current use in the world of the tanka, was used

in the form of quotations from the tanka.

Fumio SODA

Editor's notes:

Tanka, Japanese short poems of 31 syllables, with five lines
running 5-7-5-7-7 syllables.

Heian period, A.D.789-1184

Middle ages, the Kamakura and Muromachi periods, A.D.1185-1573
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