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Honen’s Senchakushii and Shinran’s Nembutsu Practices
TANAKA Kazuo

Honen (1133-1212), founder of the Jodo-sha school of Japanese Pure Land
Buddhism, did not initially disclose to the general public his major work
Senchaku Hongan Nembutsushii (Passages on the Selection of the Nembutsu
in the Original Vow), abbreviated to Senchakushii. He was afraid that most
people would not understand the work which was based on his deeply-
personal religious experiences through nembutsu chanting.

Instead, Honen selected only six of his senior disciples and let them copy
the whole work. It seems that he trusted them as capable of comprehend-
ing his true intention.

Shinran (1173-1263) was one of those six chosen disciples. Honen’s rare
permission indicates that he approved Shiran’s faith and commitment in
his nembutsu practices. This thesis investigates the elements of Shinran’s
thought which convinced Honen to give permission to him.



