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SRR FEOWH #%;u"éfiﬁ
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The Functionalization of Special Needs Education Committee Meetings in Kindergartens,
Elementary Schools, Middle Schools, and High Schools: A Survey Study for Special Needs
Education Coordinators

Sachie IKEDA
Hiroshima Municipal Hiroshima Special Needs School
Akihiko WAKAMATSU
Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

The percentage of Japanese public primary, elementary, middle, and high schools with special needs
education committees that regularly hold meetings is 99.2% (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, 2015), and thus, effective organization and operation of these committees and meetings will
be crucial in the future. Thus in this study, the author targeted the special needs education coordinators in
the public primary, elementary, middle, and high schools, and aimed to grasp the reality, accomplishments,
and the challenges of the committee in each schools, and to clarify the special needs education coordinators’
efforts and the points to remember in furthering the committees. As the result, the study revealed that
efforts such as enhancing the flexibility of the committees’ member composition, thorough preparation,
structuration of progress of meetings, and facilitating the PDCA (plan-do-check-act) cycle of support, are
crucial conditions for functionalization. In addition, special needs education coordinators need the qualities
and abilities that allow them to contribute in structuring a cooperative in-school support system where the
teaching staffs can realize that “the support nurtures the children,” by fully utilizing their ability to gather
and send out information and to coordinate human relationships, and their expertise on special needs

education.

Key words: special needs education committee, special needs educational coordinator, survey study,

functionalization



