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The Influence of the “Utterance Model” on Teachers’ Proficiency Level
—A Focus on the Elementary School Science Classes—

Midori KANAZAWA

The purpose of this study is to verify for the effectiveness of the Utterance Model, which was
developed as a tool to assist children in improving their discourses in elementary school science
classes. The Utterance Model is a tool utilized by teachers to improve the quality learners’ responses by
consciously using utterances. This paper aims to verify the effectiveness of this tool as a way to clarify
the aim of the educational guidance and to improve the quality of the classes by eliciting learners’
responses and engaging them in thinking.

The developed model is a lesson improvement tool to be used along with lesson design and
evaluation metrics (Kanazawa, 2014) which were previously developed to improve the educational
guidance centering on learners in elementary school science classes. The effectiveness of the Utterance
Model was examined by recruiting six teachers who were conscious of their improficiency in teaching
science and then by conducting a speech analysis before and after the model was implemented into their
lessons. After lessons were conducted with and without the use of the model, the number and quality of
the utterances made by the teachers, and the number and level of the children’s responses were analyzed.
As aresult, a change in the quality of the teachers’ utterances, as well as the children’s number and level
of responses, showed improvement, thereby validating the effectiveness of the Utterance Model.
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