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A Curriculum Study of Expository Reading Material in Japanese Language Textbooks

for the Second graders in the Lower Secondary School
— By Reviewing the Attribute of "Warrant" on 2016 Edition Textbooks—
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Abstract
According to the Central Council for Education of Japan, Japanese language courses in lower secondary schools

should teach how to evaluate the clarity of reasoning, the development of logical arguments and the appropriateness of
expressions, This study aims to see gradualism in expository reading materials on the textbooks for the second graders
in the lower secondary school, basing on "Warrant” of the Toulmin Model. Seventeen materials on 2016 Edition japanese
language textbocks from five publishers were analyzed.

The result shows that there is not a gradual but a scopal shift among the materials through the second year in the lower
secondzry school; the materials for earlier semesters include natural scientific contents and the later part of the texthooks

include social or cultural scientific contents with heuristic viewpoints or value judgements. This finding suggests that

teachers should set various stages of a curriculum to guide students to be better learners.
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