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Topographic Survey of the Shinjo-ryiio Mounded Tomb No.1
in Shinjo-cho, Shobara City

Misaki IKENISHI, Yoshihiko JITSUMORI, Naoki KONDO, Naoya SASAKI,

Tomoro NAGANO, Takehiko NAMURA, Hirotaka MAKI

The Shinjo-rytid mounded tomb No.1 is a scallop shell-shaped mound tomb located in Shinjo-cho,
Shobara City, Hiroshima Prefecture. In March 2007, as part of “Field Practice in Archaeology C” for
the sixteenth annual class of archaeology majors at the Hiroshima University School of Letters, we
conducted a topographic survey of this mound with the aim of creating a detailed survey map and
clarifying its historical significance. The results of this survey indicated that the Shinzd-ryido
mounded tomb No.1 is a scallop shell-shaped mounded tomb of the Kofun period with 51.9m in
length. In addition, according to the possibility that the mound shape is similar to that of the
Maruyama-jinja mounded tomb No.l and the change of the surface shape of the rectangular part of
scallop shell-shaped mounded tombs in Hiroshima Prefecture, we draw the conclusion that the Shinjo-
rytido mounded tomb No.l was constructed around the end of the 4th century to the early 5th century
AD. As a result, the Shinjo-ry@id mounded tomb No.1 is the oldest among the scallop shell-shaped
mounded tombs of the fifth century in the vicinity of the cities of Miyoshi and Shobara in the northern

part of Hiroshima Prefecture.
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