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Fifth-Graders with Learning Difficulties:
A Case Study of Behavior and Support Using Working Memory Theory

Natsuko Fukumaru and Masamichi Yuzawa

Abstract: The current study examined the cases of four 5th-grade students with learning
difficulties studying at an elementary school. All of the children in the class underwent tests of
working memory, and performance was lowest among four children with learning difficulties.
Although the difficulties exhibited by these children differed in terms of their working memory
profiles, they showed common behavioral features, each being unable to understand lengthy
instructions or Japanese sentences or cope with complex arithmetic problems. For 1 year the
teacher provided the children with a series of support methods, in which the children could
gradually learn the material, step by step. The amount of information provided to the children
was controlled, so that they could manage the information more effectively. The children
generally showed positive responses to this supported learning. This study describes the
behavior of the children, and discusses the effects of supported learning.
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