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A Curriculum Study of Expository Reading Material in Japanese Language Textbooks
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"facts” from “opinions” in expository reading material. Though gradualism is indispensable, many teachers from primary
to lower secondary schools seem to repeat a same explanation and classroom activity. This study aims to see the
gradualism in expository reading materiais on textbooks for the first grade in lower secondary school. Nineteen materials
on 2016 Edition Japanese language textbooks from five publishers were chosen and "facts” and "opinions" representation
in the expository reading materials were analyzed.

The result shows that there is a gradual shift among the materials through the first year in lower secondary schaal; the
materials for earlier semesters include more explicit factual representation such as the mechanisms or the causal relations
of events that people already accept as "facts” and the later part of the textbooks includes more subjective representation
where the distinction between "facts" and "opinions” are not very explicit. This finding suggests that teachers should start
teaching the distinction between "facts” and "opinions” with objective materials and shift to more subjective materials to

guide students to be a better learner.
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