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Current Trends and Issues of Specialty Improvement in Education for
Children with Physical Disabilities: Preliminary Study for Teacher’s
Specialty Improvement in Activities to Promote Independence

Atsuhiko FUNABASHI

Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

This research is the preliminary study to aim verifying the effects of somatics workshop for teacher’s
specialty improvement. Participants were 27 teachers from school for children with physical disabilities. In
this workshop, participants formed a pair and engage to send thoughts from one person to another without
using any words, to do self-expression by words, to imitate the movement of others. A questionnaire about
education for children with physical disabilities was distributed to all participants before and after in
workshop. As a result of consideration, some teachers were reduced the subjective difficulties about education
for children by somatics workshop and teachers wanted to learn about teaching strategies for children with
severe disabilities.

Key word: education for children with physical disabilities, teacher’s specialty improvement, activities to
promote independence
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